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IntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction    
    

This book shows how to write words so that readers can more easily know the correct 
meaning.  We will learn three spelling rules that help reading and writing, as well as all 
the sounds that join together to make words.  This book is for Bongo readers and 
writers.  It is especially important for those writing books and translating Scripture to 
understand the lessons of this book.  
 
Each of the Bongo words in this book is listed in the Bongo Word List at the end of the 
book.  If you need to check the correct spelling of a word, you can look for the word at 
the end of this book.   
 
There are English words in this book that may be new to you.  Each new word is 
underlined and explained when it is first used.  If you later see the word and forget what 
it means, you can also find it explained in the Glossary at the back of the book.   
 
This book can be taught to participants in a workshop.  A person can also use this book 
to teach himself/herself without a workshop or instructor.  You should read each lesson 
and then immediately do the exercise following the lesson.  The exercise will help you 
test your understanding of the lesson.  The answers to the exercises are in the back of 
the book.  After completing an exercise, immediately check your answers to see how 
well you have understood.  For each of your incorrect answers, try to understand the 
correct answer.  Ask other Bongo if you need help. 
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BongoBongoBongoBongo    AlphabetAlphabetAlphabetAlphabet    
 
The first step in learning to read and write Bongo is learning the alphabet.  The Bongo 
language has 38 letters, as shown in the following list of words. 
 
Bongo Alphabet 
A aA aA aA a    [a] abeli maize 
Ä äÄ äÄ äÄ ä    [ə] äwü carry 
B bB bB bB b    [b] buꞌdu man 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌB B B B ꞌbꞌbꞌbꞌb    [ɓ] ꞌbata hare 
C cC cC cC c    [c, s] caki ladder 
D dD dD dD d    [d] do head 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌD D D D ꞌdꞌdꞌdꞌd    [ɗ] ꞌduu thigh 
E eE eE eE e    [ɛ] kete pot 
Ë ëË ëË ëË ë    [e] ꞌbëë home 
F fF fF fF f    [f] fira axe 
G gG gG gG g    [g] ganja money 
Gb gbGb gbGb gbGb gb    [g͡b] gbaja comb 
H hH hH hH h    [h] hinyi scorpion 
I iI iI iI i    [ɪ] kinji fish 
Ï ïÏ ïÏ ïÏ ï    [i] bïhï dog 
J jJ jJ jJ j    [ɟ] ji arm, hand 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌJ J J J ꞌjꞌjꞌjꞌj    [ʄ] ꞌjoko tooth 
K kK kK kK k    [k] kada sun 
Kp kpKp kpKp kpKp kp    [k͡p] kpülï lion 
L lL lL lL l    [l] lanyi gun 
M mM mM mM m    [m] maca rhino 
Mb mbMb mbMb mbMb mb    [ᵐb] mbïyöngö pen, colour 
N nN nN nN n    [n] noko motherꞌs brother 
Nd ndNd ndNd ndNd nd    [ⁿd] ndira pencil 
Ng ngNg ngNg ngNg ng    [ᵑg] ngono chicken 
Ngb ngbNgb ngbNgb ngbNgb ngb    [ᵑg͡b] ngbangu okra 
NNNNj njj njj njj nj    [ᶮɟ] njolo frog 
Ny nyNy nyNy nyNy ny    [ɲ] nyere chief 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌNg Ng Ng Ng ꞌngꞌngꞌngꞌng    [ŋ] ꞌngoo termite 
O oO oO oO o    [ɔ] kogo leopard 
Ö öÖ öÖ öÖ ö    [o] köbï buffalo 
P pP pP pP p    [p] pirapa mud wall 
R rR rR rR r    [ɾ] reme squirrel 
T tT tT tT t    [t]̪ tïngöl mortar 
U uU uU uU u    [ʊ] tutu grinding stone 
Ü üÜ üÜ üÜ ü    [u] küngü baboon 
W wW wW wW w    [w] waru fish type 
Y yY yY yY y    [j] yongolo bell 
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The Bongo word list at the end of this book has the same order as the list above. 
 
Exercise 1 
 
Write each of the words in the list above next to the letters below.  Say each word as 
you write them.  Listen to the sound each letter makes. 
 
aaaa    ____________________ iiii    ____________________ njnjnjnj    ____________________ 

ääää    ____________________ ïïïï    ____________________ nynynyny    ____________________ 

bbbb    ____________________ jjjj    ____________________ ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngng    ____________________ 

ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbb    ____________________ ꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjj    ____________________ oooo    ____________________ 

cccc    ____________________ kkkk    ____________________ öööö    ____________________ 

dddd    ____________________ kpkpkpkp    ____________________ pppp    ____________________ 

ꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd    ____________________ llll    ____________________ rrrr    ____________________ 

eeee    ____________________ mmmm    ____________________ tttt    ____________________ 

ëëëë    ____________________ mbmbmbmb    ____________________ uuuu    ____________________ 

ffff    ____________________ nnnn    ____________________ üüüü    ____________________ 

gggg    ____________________ ndndndnd    ____________________ wwww    ____________________ 

gbgbgbgb    ____________________ ngngngng    ____________________ yyyy    ____________________ 

hhhh    ____________________ ngbngbngbngb    ____________________   

    
    

SyllablesSyllablesSyllablesSyllables    
    

Now we learn how Bongo letters are joined together in words.  Words can be divided 
into syllables, or beats.  Each of the words below has three syllables.  They can be 
divided into three separate beats as shown. 
 

Three-syllable words 
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Each of the words below has two syllables.  They can be divided into two separate beats 
as shown. 
 

Two-syllable words 
bütü bü     tü dura, sorghum 
döhï dö     hï funeral 
gala ga     la wild dog, jackal 
ganja ga     nja metal, money 
guungil guu   ngil pit, hole 
gbiti gbi    ti shield 
kanga ka     nga ostrich 
kïbï kï     bï drum 
kongbo ko    ngbo bird type 
kpoꞌdo kpo   ꞌdo hat 
maya ma    ya milk 
moonyü moo  nyü dura, sorghum 
mbira mbi   ra net 
ndere nde   re walk 
ngaja nga    ja girl 
ngbangu ngba  ngu okra 
njolo njo    lo frog 
aꞌji a      ꞌji thing 

 
Each of the words below has one syllable.  They cannot be divided into more than one 
beat. 
 

One-syllable words 
ro body 
ko opening, edge 
bïï hair 
ꞌbëë home, compound 
hoo stream, pool 
ngoo in-law 
rüü house, hut 

cumari cu   ma   ri loin cloth 
domaga do   ma   ga boundary 
faranga fa    ra    nga young man 
hiꞌbana hi    ꞌba   na skin 
ꞌjolanda ꞌjo   la     nda hail, ice 
kariya ka   ri     ya antelope 
kiranya ki    ra    nya snake 
küröꞌbö kü   rö    ꞌbö mud 
kpärïkpö kpä  rï     kpö tortoise 
ndaliko nda  li     ko chameleon, lizard 
tingölï ti     ngö  lï mortar, bowl for pounding 
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tii peanut 
lïï co-wife 
ꞌjïï person 

 
Exercise 2 
 
Say each word below and listen to the number of beats in each word.  Write the number 
of syllables (1, 2, or 3) in the blank ___ to the left of each word.  Then divide the word 
into syllables in the blanks to the right of each word.  Write one syllable on each blank.  
Do not fill more blanks than the number of syllables.  The first one has been done as an 
example. 
 
number of syllables divided into syllables  

_2_ loꞌngo lo ꞌngo _____ friendship 

_____ külüyï _____ _____ _____ python 

_____ ꞌngoo _____ _____ _____ termite 

_____ nduma _____ _____ _____ grass 

_____ gbügürü _____ _____ _____ bag type 

_____ ngbala _____ _____ _____ whip 

_____ njïï _____ _____ _____ leaf 

_____ marundu _____ _____ _____ spider 

_____ mbele _____ _____ _____ catfish 

_____ dangara _____ _____ _____ distance 

_____ ngaꞌba _____ _____ _____ cheek 

_____ candu _____ _____ _____ leech, insect 

_____ kpökpö _____ _____ _____ throat 

_____ bayongo _____ _____ _____ artist, musician 

_____ binya _____ _____ _____ goat 

_____ ünyï _____ _____ _____ good, sweet 

    
    

ConsonantsConsonantsConsonantsConsonants    
    
Some letters are consonants and some letters are vowels.  In the word mbira mbira mbira mbira ‘net’, the 
letters mbmbmbmb and rrrr are consonants and iiii and aaaa are vowels.   
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Consonants usually begin syllables and occassionally end syllables.  Vowels end 
syllables.  In the syllable mbimbimbimbi, the consonant mbmbmbmb begins the syllable, and the vowel iiii 
ends the syllable.  In the syllable rararara, the consonant rrrr begins the syllable and the vowel aaaa    
ends the syllable.  
 
In a few words such as aaaajijijiji ‘thing’, the first vowel aaaa is a syllable by itself.  A vowel can 
be a syllable by itself, but a consonant cannot be a syllable by itself. In a few words, 
there is a final consonant, such as mmmm in ndumndumndumndum ‘tomorrow’. 
 
The following 28 letters are Bongo consonantsː 
 
Bongo consonants 
B bB bB bB b    Gb gbGb gbGb gbGb gb    M mM mM mM m    Ny nyNy nyNy nyNy ny    
ꞌꞌꞌꞌB B B B ꞌbꞌbꞌbꞌb    H hH hH hH h    Mb mbMb mbMb mbMb mb    ꞌꞌꞌꞌNg Ng Ng Ng ꞌngꞌngꞌngꞌng    
C cC cC cC c    J jJ jJ jJ j    N nN nN nN n    P pP pP pP p    
D dD dD dD d    ꞌꞌꞌꞌJ J J J ꞌjꞌjꞌjꞌj    Nd ndNd ndNd ndNd nd    R rR rR rR r    
ꞌꞌꞌꞌD D D D ꞌdꞌdꞌdꞌd    K kK kK kK k    Ng ngNg ngNg ngNg ng    T tT tT tT t    
F fF fF fF f    Kp kpKp kpKp kpKp kp    Ngb ngbNgb ngbNgb ngbNgb ngb    W wW wW wW w    
G gG gG gG g    L lL lL lL l    Nj njNj njNj njNj nj    Y yY yY yY y    
 
The following 10 letters are Bongo vowelsː 
  
Bongo vowels    
A A A A aaaa    Ä äÄ äÄ äÄ ä    E eE eE eE e    Ë ëË ëË ëË ë    IIII    iiii    Ï ïÏ ïÏ ïÏ ï    O oO oO oO o    Ö öÖ öÖ öÖ ö    U uU uU uU u    Ü üÜ üÜ üÜ ü    

    
In this lesson, we learn about Bongo consonants.  In a later lesson, we learn about 
Bongo vowels.   
 
The list below has Bongo words with each of the consonants. All consonants can be at 
the beginning and middle of words. Only a few consonants such as m, n, r, l, wm, n, r, l, wm, n, r, l, wm, n, r, l, w can be 
at the end of words. These consonants are only at the end of a few words1.  

    
    Word beginning Word middle Word end 
B bB bB bB b    bbbbaa river ngäbbbbü cobra, snake   
    bbbbïï hair lobbbbi poem   
ꞌꞌꞌꞌB bB bB bB b    ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbara rib töꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbö fat   
    ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbboko rat type taꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbba tobacco   
C cC cC cC c    ccccaa cow mïccccï potato   
    ccccïï feces kpicccco talon, claw   
D dD dD dD d    ddddaa water well kudddda thirst   
    ddddudu grave kiddddi elephant   
ꞌꞌꞌꞌD D D D ꞌdꞌdꞌdꞌd    ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddice message tiꞌꞌꞌꞌddddo weed   

                                                           
1
 It could be that all nouns and verbs are vowel-final so as to take a lengthen possessive vowel or negation, 

and that only other word categories can have a final consonant. 
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    ꞌꞌꞌꞌdddduu thigh ngüꞌꞌꞌꞌddddü hump   
F fF fF fF f    ffffiri word, matter ayuffffu maize cleaning   
    ffffoli cloud firaffffa mud wall   
G gG gG gG g    ggggewu town nduggggu price   
    gggguu hole mbagggga mother   
Gb gbGb gbGb gbGb gb    gbgbgbgbiti shield higbgbgbgba stool   
    gbgbgbgboo fence gbugbgbgbgbu hole   
H hH hH hH h    hhhhaya sand kuhhhhu seed, tribe   
    hhhhii soil mëhhhhï meat   
J jJ jJ jJ j    jjjjumu dish tujjjje ancestor   
    jjjjölö cock ngajjjja girl   
ꞌꞌꞌꞌJ J J J ꞌjꞌjꞌjꞌj    ꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjjolo antelope type lëꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjjï beer   
    ꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjjïï person luꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjju sap (of tree)   
K kK kK kK k    kkkkada day rikkkko bed   
    kkkkïbï drum ngökkkkü rubbish, garbage   
Kp kpKp kpKp kpKp kp    kpkpkpkpico talon, claw kpökpkpkpkpö throat   
    kpkpkpkpoꞌdo hat kpärïkpkpkpkpö tortoise   
L lL lL lL l    llllawu clothing item wällllï wild dog dogellll left side 
    llllee father’s sister tollllo juice, dew gollll rich 
M mM mM mM m    mmmmaa child remmmme squirrel ndummmm tomorrow 
    mmmmuꞌdu illness mömmmmü wife   
Mb mbMb mbMb mbMb mb    mbmbmbmbëlï wing rembmbmbmbo sheep   
    mbmbmbmbötü door mumbmbmbmbu corpse   
N nN nN nN n    nnnnoko mother’s brother ngonnnno chicken ndannnn today 
    nnnnïnï mother’s sister minnnni water dakonnnn while 
Nd ndNd ndNd ndNd nd    ndndndndïkä law tondndndndi leech, insect   
    ndndndndobo work mindndndndï dirt, soil   
NNNNg ngg ngg ngg ng    ngngngngaꞌba cheek mangngngnga crack, crevice   
    ngngngngoo in-law küngngngngü baboon, monkey   
Ngb ngbNgb ngbNgb ngbNgb ngb    ngbngbngbngbala whip, arm yungbngbngbngba hatred   
    ngbngbngbngbangu okra langbngbngbngba drying platform   
Nj njNj njNj njNj nj    njnjnjnjïï leaf, book tanjnjnjnja guinea fowl   
    njnjnjnjuru poverty ngonjnjnjnjo shin   
Ny nyNy nyNy nyNy ny    nynynynyaka field, garden munynynynya ugliness   
    nynynynyihi moon, month mïnynynynyï odour, smell   
ꞌꞌꞌꞌNg Ng Ng Ng ꞌngꞌngꞌngꞌng    ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngoo termite täꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngä antelope type   
    ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngäcä slave ngoꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngo housefly   
P pP pP pP p    ppppira axe ayuppppu maize cleaning   
    ppppito walking stick pirappppa mud wall   
R rR rR rR r    rrrro name türrrrü government kurkurrrr low 
    rrrrüjü flour nyorrrro tumor kädërrrr much 
T tT tT tT t    ttttara lip kutttta filter, sieve   
    ttttutu shell nyïttttï potato   
W wW wW wW w    wwwwaꞌnga poison lawwwwu clothing item kpawwww all 
    wwwwölï brain gewwwwu town   
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Y yY yY yY y    yyyyala fly swatter ngayyyyi table   
    yyyyëgë locust wüyyyyï abscess   

    
Exercise 3 
 
In each word below, circle each consonant. The first one has been done as an example. 
 
h    i    ꞌb   a   n   a skin 

gb  i    t   i shield 

b   i   ny   a goat 

ꞌj   o   l   a    nd   a hail, ice 

d   o   m   a   g   a boundary 

kp   o   ꞌd   o hat 

w   a   ꞌng   a poison 

ngb   a   ng   u okra 

f   a   r   a   ng   a young man 

mb   ä   j   ä scab (of wound) 

k   a   r   i   y   a antelope 

ꞌb   o   nj   o pumpkin 

p   a   c   a a lot 

    
    

Consonants bConsonants bConsonants bConsonants b    andandandand    ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbb2222    
    

The consonants bbbb and ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbb sound similar at the beginning of words. When we listen 
carefully, we hear the sound of bbbb in bbbbuuuuuuuu ‘banana’ is different than the sound of ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbb in 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbuuuuuuuu ‘egg’. Say each of the words below. Listen carefully to the difference in sound 
between bbbb and ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbb. 

    
BBBB    bbbb     ꞌꞌꞌꞌBBBB    ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbb        
bbbbuu banana ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbuu egg 
bbbbuꞌdu man ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbuu hunger 
bbbbuloꞌngo friend ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbburu life 
bbbbübü rubbish dump ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbula simsim, sesame 
bbbbütü dura, sorghum ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbuulu mahogany tree 
bbbbürü camp ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbürë dust 
bbbbürükü ash ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbonjo pumpkin 
bbbböꞌbü father ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbongo fig 
                                                           
2
 Note that none of the lists of words in this and following consonant lessons have been compared and 

contrasted by speakers; all the consonant lists in this book need to be checked by speakers. 



- 12 - 

bbbböꞌdü hog, warthog ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbboro air pump 
bbbbötölï male goat ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbboro hole 
bbbbinya goat ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbboki calf (of leg) 
bbbbira beauty ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbboko rat type 
bbbbihi place ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbboko  grass cutter 
bbbbilina dura, sorghum ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbboyi trap 
bbbbiyaa news ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbii sleep 
bbbbïdï pasture ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbïrü bat 
bbbbïrïcï mat ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbëë home, coumpound 
bbbbïkëbï waist ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbata hare, rabbit 
bbbbïhï dog ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbara rib 
bbbbïï hair ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbalakana okra 
bbbbeeri open land ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbaya feast 
bbbbëërï iron stand ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbadibi bottom of something 
bbbbata pride   
bbbbayongo artist, musician   
bbbbaa river   
bbbbaangbe sweet potato   
bbbbaanga dangerous animal   
bbbbaagaa coleagues   

    
The letters bbbb and ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbb can also be in-between vowels. When we listen carefully, we hear 
the sound of bbbb in tatatatabbbbaaaa ‘leprosy’ is different than the sound of ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbb in tatatataꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbaaaa ‘tobacco’.  
Listen carefully to the difference in sound between bbbb and ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbb in the words below. 

    
bbbb     ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbb        
tabbbba leprosy taꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbba tobacco 
labbbba bridge ngaꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbba cheek 
habbbba hippo hingaꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbba check 
abbbbeli maize töꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbö fat 
ngäbbbbü cobra, snake küröꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbö mud 
ndobbbbo work ꞌjomoꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbba seed, kernel 
dobbbbaa abdomen böꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbü father 
lobbbbi poem guꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbu forest 
köbbbbï buffalo luꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbba abandoned place 
bübbbbü rubbish dump hïꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbï rainy season 
bïkëbbbbï waist hiliꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbu snail 
kïbbbbï drum liꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbu hive (of bees) 
këbbbbï rope, string hïꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbü oil, ointment 
  hiꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbongo shell 
  ndïꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbö chin 
  hiꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbba sound 
  hiꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbana skin 
  hiꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbala orphan 
  kïlëꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbï mountain, hill 
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Exercise 4 
    
Carefully read and say each test word below.  The boldboldboldbold letter of each test word may or 
may not be written correctly.  Write the word correctly in the space given.  The first 
one is done as an example.    
    
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
bbbboor inside ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbboor _____________ ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbaꞌja wet _____________________ 
bbbböcï castrated animal _____________________ bbbbörö already _____________________ 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbono front of something _____________________ bbbban there _____________________ 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbugba off, away, outside _____________________ ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbahi inside _____________________ 
bbbbüꞌbü foaming, bubbling _____________________ ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbboo friend _____________________ 
bbbbakiꞌda over there _____________________ ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbohondo behind _____________________ 

äbbbbï give _____________________ abbbbe open _____________________ 
abbbba rub _____________________ aduruꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbu dream _____________________ 
anduꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbba beg _____________________ ämëꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbï fly _____________________ 
äꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbü build _____________________ kamabbbbal slow _____________________ 
diꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbi low, down _____________________ käbbbbü paralyzed _____________________ 
mböꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbö spoiled _____________________ gburubbbbaa perfect _____________________ 

    
    

Consonants d and Consonants d and Consonants d and Consonants d and ꞌdꞌdꞌdꞌd    
    

The consonants dddd and ꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd sound similar at the beginning of words. When we listen 
carefully, we hear the sound of dddd in ddddongoongoongoongo ‘civet cat’ is different than the sound of ꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd in 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddongo ongo ongo ongo ‘lump on head’. Say each of the words below. Listen carefully to the difference 
in sound between dddd and ꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd. 

    
D dD dD dD d     ꞌꞌꞌꞌD D D D ꞌdꞌdꞌdꞌd        
ddddongo civet cat ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddongo lump on head 
ddddo head ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddice message 
ddddobaa abdomen ꞌꞌꞌꞌdddduu thigh 
ddddomaga boundary ꞌꞌꞌꞌdddda there 
ddddori year ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddaaꞌdaꞌda soft 
ddddokiꞌdi chest ꞌꞌꞌꞌdddduꞌbii sleep 
ddddökër side (of something)      
ddddöhï funeral      
ddddïlï shadow, shade   
ddddangara distance   
ddddaya midwife   
ddddaa water well   
ddddümü asida, porridge   
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The letters dddd and ꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd can also be in-between vowels. When we listen carefully, we hear 
the sound of dddd in gbugbugbugbudddduuuu ‘snake type’ is different than the sound of ꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd in guguguguꞌꞌꞌꞌdddduuuu ‘room’.  
Listen carefully to the difference in sound between dddd and ꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd in the words below. 

    
dddd     ꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd        
duddddu grave buꞌꞌꞌꞌddddu man 
tüddddü crying, weeping muꞌꞌꞌꞌddddu illness 
kudddda thirst ngüꞌꞌꞌꞌddddü hump (on back) 
kuddddo speech ngüꞌꞌꞌꞌddddü blindness 
küddddï worm küꞌꞌꞌꞌddddühï cotton 
kiddddi elephant kuꞌꞌꞌꞌdddda water place 
kïddddï muscle mbuꞌꞌꞌꞌdddda bag, quiver 
bïddddï pasture babuꞌꞌꞌꞌddddo resembling thing 
hïꞌꞌꞌꞌddddü fishing spear müꞌꞌꞌꞌddddï bush 
hido behaviour tiꞌꞌꞌꞌddddi vomit 
kokiddddi rice hïꞌꞌꞌꞌddddï penis 
hëddddï urine, pee tiꞌꞌꞌꞌddddo weed 
kadddda sun, day hïꞌꞌꞌꞌddddü fishing spear 
  toꞌꞌꞌꞌddddo salt 
  kpoꞌꞌꞌꞌddddo hat 
  koꞌꞌꞌꞌddddo gourd, calabash 
  dokiꞌꞌꞌꞌddddi chest 
  böꞌꞌꞌꞌddddü hog, warthog 
  föꞌꞌꞌꞌddddü fire 
  mbïrëꞌꞌꞌꞌddddï bamboo 
  nyaꞌꞌꞌꞌdddda smile, welcome 
 
We have the letter ndndndnd, but we never write the letter nnnnꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd. 
 
Only nd nd nd nd and not nnnnꞌdꞌdꞌdꞌd 
Correct Wrong  
mandndndnda mannnnꞌꞌꞌꞌdddda groundnut 
gbondndndndo gbonnnnꞌꞌꞌꞌddddo leg, foot 
marundndndndu marunnnnꞌꞌꞌꞌddddu spider 
lündndndndü lünnnnꞌꞌꞌꞌddddü brother 
kündndndndütü künnnnꞌꞌꞌꞌddddütü heep, pile 
hindndndndo hinnnnꞌꞌꞌꞌddddo night 
mïndndndndï mïnnnnꞌꞌꞌꞌddddï dirt, soil 
 
Exercise 5 
    
Carefully read and say each test word below.  The boldboldboldbold letter of each test word may or 
may not be written correctly.  Write the word correctly in the space given.  The first 
one is done as an example.    
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Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddibi low, down ddddibi dddduꞌbii sleep _____________________ 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddole roaming, wandering _____________________ dddduu real _____________________ 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌdddda there _____________________ ddddolongo hanging _____________________ 

äddddü start _____________________ aꞌꞌꞌꞌddddu light, ignite _____________________ 
äddddü throw _____________________ aꞌꞌꞌꞌddddu live _____________________ 
agboꞌꞌꞌꞌddddo collect, gather _____________________ kpaddddu tall, long _____________________ 
buꞌꞌꞌꞌddddabuꞌꞌꞌꞌdddda soft _____________________ äꞌꞌꞌꞌddddï be cold _____________________ 
addddo cultivate, farm _____________________ addddoci cut _____________________ 
äddddï bend over _____________________ aꞌꞌꞌꞌddddomo keep, save _____________________ 
aꞌꞌꞌꞌdddda tie _____________________ adddda count _____________________ 
äꞌꞌꞌꞌddddï cook _____________________ käꞌꞌꞌꞌddddër much _____________________ 
aꞌjuꞌꞌꞌꞌddddo braid (hair) _____________________ ꞌbakidddda over there _____________________ 

    
    

Consonants j and Consonants j and Consonants j and Consonants j and ꞌjꞌjꞌjꞌj    
    

The consonants jjjj and ꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjj sound similar at the beginning of words. When we listen 
carefully, we hear the sound of jjjj in jjjjoloolooloolo ‘dress’ is different than the sound of ꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjj in ꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjjoloolooloolo 
‘antelope type’. Say each of the words below. Listen carefully to the difference in sound 
between jjjj and ꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjj. 

    
J jJ jJ jJ j     ꞌꞌꞌꞌJ J J J ꞌjꞌjꞌjꞌj        
jjjjolo dress (for women) ꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjjolo antelope type 
jjjjoli limp ꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjjoko tooth 
jjjjölö cock ꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjjohaya sugar 
jjjjöhï nasal mucus ꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjjoo vagina 
jjjjumu dish ꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjjomoꞌba seed, kernel 
jjjji arm, hand ꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjjolanda hail, ice 
  ꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjjögömü testicle 
  ꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjjïï person 

    
The letters jjjj and ꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjj can also be in-between vowels. When we listen carefully, we hear the 
sound of jjjj in rürürürüjjjjüüüü ‘flour’ is different than the sound of ꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjj in lllluuuuꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjjuuuu ‘sap (of tree)’.  Listen 
carefully to the difference in sound between jjjj and ꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjj in the words below. 

    
jjjj     ꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjj        
rüjjjjü flour luꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjju sap (of tree) 
tujjjje ancestor nduꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjju greeting 
kujjjje hook kuꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjja prostitution 
ngajjjja girl aꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjji thing 
gbajjjja comb ndöꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjjï semen 
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mbäjjjjä scab (of wound) lëꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjjï beer 
wäjjjjï hawk, bird   
mijjjjani weight   
 
Exercise 6 
    
Carefully read and say each test word below.  The boldboldboldbold letter of each test word may or 
may not be written correctly.  Write the word correctly in the space given.  The first 
one is done as an example.    
    
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjji arm, hand jjjji ꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjjïï person _____________________ 
jjjjoko tooth _____________________ ꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjjölö cock _____________________ 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjjolanda hail, ice _____________________ jjjjekee good _____________________ 

atijjjji  open _____________________ amajjjja melt _____________________ 
aꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjjulu return, give back _____________________ mooꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjje look, behold _____________________ 
andujjjju ask, request _____________________ andojjjji flow (like water) _____________________ 
äꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjjë diverge, separate _____________________ aꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjju be born _____________________ 
agbuꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjju return, go back _____________________ ajjjjudo braid (hair) _____________________ 
ätöjjjjï pour _____________________ moꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjjo little _____________________ 

    
    

Consonants Consonants Consonants Consonants ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngng, , , , ngngngng, g, g, g, g    
    

The consonants ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngng, ngngngng and g g g g sound similar at the beginning of words.  When we listen 
carefully, we hear the sound of ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngng in ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngoooooooo ‘termite’ is different than the sound of ngngngng in 
ngngngngoooooooo ‘in-law’ and different than the sound of g g g g in ggggoooo    ‘neck’.  Say each of the words 
below.  Listen carefully to the difference in sound between ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngng, ngngngng and gggg. 

    
ꞌꞌꞌꞌNgNgNgNg    ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngng     Ng ngNg ngNg ngNg ng        G gG gG gG g        
ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngoo termite ngngngngoo in-law ggggo neck 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngoꞌngo catfish ngngngngoꞌngo housefly ggggoli wealth 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngäcä slave, slavery ngngngngom abscess ggggöhï cough 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngälꞌngäl bright ngngngngonjo shin (of leg) gggganja iron, metal 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngaaꞌngaꞌnga dry ngngngngono chicken ggggangaci circumcision 
     ngngngngoyo song ggggala wild dog 
     ngngngngökü rubbish ggggägä lizard 
     ngngngngöönü snore ggggingo hook 
     ngngngngaja girl ggggiya root 
  ngngngngala dance ggggewu town 
  ngngngngaligbi rainbow gggguꞌbu forest 
  ngngngnganja crocodile gggguru fish type 
  ngngngngaꞌba cheek ggggulu yeast 
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  ngngngngaha run gggguloto granary 
  ngngngngayi table gggguu hole 
  ngngngngaya scabies, disease ggggütü strength 
  ngngngngäbü cobra, snake      
  ngngngngira forest   
  ngngngngïrï firewood   
  ngngngngüꞌdü hump (on back)   
  ngngngngüꞌdü blindness   
  ngngngngülï widow   

    
The letters ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngng, ngngngng and g g g g can also be inbetween vowels. When we listen carefully, we 
hear the sound of ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngng in llllooooꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngo o o o ‘friendship’ is different than the sound of ngngngng in kulokulokulokulongngngngoooo 
‘bottle’, and is also different than the sound of gggg in llllooooggggo o o o ‘hoe blade’. Listen carefully to 
the difference in sound between ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngng, ngngngng and g g g g in the words below. 

    
ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngng     ngngngng        gggg        
loꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngo friendship kulongngngngo bottle loggggo hoe blade 
ꞌngoꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngo catfish bayongngngngo artist, musician hoggggo back 
ngoꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngo housefly hiꞌbongngngngo shell (of turtle) koggggo leopard 
buloꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngo good friend kurongngngngo shout, sound mboggggo hardship 
waꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngnga poison kongngngngono beak mburoggggo throat mucus 
täꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngä antelope yongngngngolo bell moroggggot bedbug 
ruꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngnga twin ꞌbongngngngo fig booggggaa colleagues 
  ꞌdongngngngo lump on head ꞌjöggggömü testicle 
  dongngngngo civet cat mbagggga mother 
  Böngngngngö Bongo person kagggga tree, wood 
  mbïyöngngngngö pen domagggga boundary 
  baangngngnga dangerous animal maggggori ring, wheel 
  rangngngnga vulture gäggggä lizard 
  mangngngnga crack, crevice mäggggürë dove, bird 
  kangngngnga ostrich nduggggu price 
  yangngngnga clitoris küggggü laughter 
  gangngngngaci circumcision gbüggggürü bag 
  dangngngngara distance hïggggë mouse 
  mangngngngangngngnga drum type hïggggücï anus 
  farangngngnga young man hegggge spirit, god 
  ngbangngngngu okra yëggggë locust 
  mangngngngool flute   
  wängngngngä greed   
  längngngngärä bed   
  mängngngngälü grasshopper   
  mängngngngükü owl   
  mängngngngïrï fear   
  tïngngngngölï mortar, bowl   
  kungngngngu road, path   
  rungngngnga rural area   
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  küngngngngü baboon, monkey   
  lingngngngë horn (of animal)   
  gingngngngo hook   
  hingngngngaꞌba cheek   
 
Exercise 7 
    
Carefully read and say each test word below.  The boldboldboldbold letter of each test word may or 
may not be written correctly.  Write the word correctly in the space given.  The first 
one is done as an example.    

    
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
ggggori two ngngngngori ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngatee younger _____________________ 
ggggol rich _____________________ ggggiyaa small _____________________ 
ngngngngälꞌngäl bright _____________________ ggggatikan few _____________________ 
ggggaka towards _____________________ ngngngngewegewe falling _____________________ 
ngngngngiyee some _____________________ ggggändä much _____________________ 
gggga all _____________________ ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngaaꞌngaꞌnga dry _____________________ 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngara soon _____________________ ngngngnga long ago _____________________ 
ngngngngara great _____________________ ngngngngürtë short _____________________ 

aggggi turn _____________________ kpongngngngo empty _____________________ 
kpäggggälä far _____________________ tiggggo strong _____________________ 
lïlïnggggï lost _____________________ agggga follow _____________________ 
kangngngngaci without reason _____________________ makitingngngngo hard _____________________ 
heꞌngngngngu sharp _____________________ loꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngu big _____________________ 
dohoggggo behind _____________________ maꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngatee younger _____________________ 
dohangggga crawling _____________________ angngngngo hang _____________________ 
aꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngnga bite, gnaw _____________________ mbuluggggaa sweet _____________________ 
yoꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngi exhausted _____________________ bagggga bachelor _____________________ 
tagggga afternoon _____________________ ayangngngnga lose temper _____________________ 
alangngngnga cut _____________________ täꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngü blocked _____________________ 
agggga chase _____________________ aggggu buy, sell _____________________ 
doloꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngo hanging _____________________ kpangngngnga piece _____________________ 

    
    

Consonants n, nd, Consonants n, nd, Consonants n, nd, Consonants n, nd, dddd    
    

The consonants nnnn, ndndndnd and dddd sound similar at the beginning of words.  When we listen 
carefully, we hear the sound of nnnn in nnnnokookookooko ‘motherꞌs brother’ is different than the sound 



- 19 - 

of ndndndnd in ndndndndoboobooboobo ‘work’, and also different than the sound of dddd    in ddddonononongogogogo ‘civet cat’.  Say 
each of the words below.  Listen carefully to the difference in sound between nnnn, ndndndnd    and 
dddd. 

    
N nN nN nN n     Nd ndNd ndNd ndNd nd        D dD dD dD d        
nnnnoko mother’s brother ndndndndobo work ddddongo civet cat 
nnnnïnï mother’s sister ndndndndöꞌjï semen ddddo head 
nnnnafiri wanting, needing ndndndndörü mourning ddddobaa abdomen 
nnnnabi did, had ndndndndira pencil ddddomaga boundary 
nnnnandanika now ndndndndïꞌbö chin ddddori year 
nnnnokotoo yesterday ndndndndïrï pimple, blemish ddddokiꞌdi chest 
  ndndndndïkä law ddddökër side 
  ndndndndere walk ddddöhï funeral 
  ndndndndatara tongue ddddïlï shadow 
  ndndndndaliko chameleon ddddangara distance 
  ndndndnduꞌju greeting ddddaya midwife 
  ndndndnduma grass ddddaa water well 
  ndndndnduru weakness ddddümü asida 
  ndndndndugu price   
  ndndndndüü sound, voice   

    
The letters nnnn, ndndndnd    and dddd can also be inbetween vowels. When we listen carefully, we hear 
the sound of nnnn in hihihihiꞌbaꞌbaꞌbaꞌbannnnaaaa ‘skin’ is different than the sound of ndndndnd in lalalalandndndndaaaa ‘white stone’, 
and also different than the sound of dddd in kakakakaddddaaaa ‘sun’.  

    
nnnn     nnnndddd        dddd     
hiꞌbannnna skin landndndnda white stone kadddda sun, day 
ꞌbalakannnna okra mandndndnda groundnut kokiddddi rice 
makannnna fruit candndndndu leech, insect duddddu grave 
tarannnna tree type gbondndndndo leg, foot kudddda thirst 
mijannnni weight tondndndndi leech, insect kuddddo speech 
kannnnu trunk (of elephant) marundndndndu spider tüddddü crying, weeping 
dokonnnno guide lündndndndü brother küddddï worm 
ngonnnno chicken kündndndndütü heep, pile kiddddi elephant 
ngöönnnnü snore kündndndndï rattle, instrument hiddddo behaviour 
bilinnnna dura, sorghum hindndndndo night kïddddï muscle 
minnnni water mïndndndndï dirt, soil bïddddï pasture 
minnnno cry, weeping mëndndndndë thinness hïꞌꞌꞌꞌddddü fishing spear 
tennnne insult   hëddddï urine, pee 
 
Exercise 8 
    
Carefully read and say each test word below.  The boldboldboldbold letter of each test word may or 
may not be written correctly.  Write the word correctly in the space given.  The first 
one is done as an example.    
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Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
ndndndndee before ndndndndee nnnnandanika now _____________________ 
ndndndnduu real _____________________ ddddan today _____________________ 
ndndndndokotoo yesterday _____________________ ddddende shaking _____________________ 
ndndndndum tomorrow _____________________ ddddole roaming, wandering _____________________ 
ndndndndolongo hanging _____________________ ddddüböö older, elder _____________________ 

diꞌbonnnno forward _____________________ andndndnda count _____________________ 
nandndndndanika now _____________________ donnnnondo dawn _____________________ 
kunnnnu painful _____________________ donoddddo dawn _____________________ 
kinnnnaru wrinkled _____________________ äddddï bend over _____________________ 
gändndndndä much _____________________ kendndndndi correct _____________________ 
kändndndndër much _____________________ kandndndnda new _____________________ 
hondndndndoo last _____________________ ëddddëë unripe _____________________ 
addddee go _____________________ andndndnda tie _____________________ 

    
    

Consonants m, mb, bConsonants m, mb, bConsonants m, mb, bConsonants m, mb, b    
    

The consonants mmmm, mbmbmbmb and bbbb sound similar at the beginning of words.  When we listen 
carefully, we hear the sound of mmmm in mmmmirairairaira ‘poison’ is different than the sound of mbmbmbmb in 
mbmbmbmbirairairaira ‘net’, and also different than the sound of bbbb    in bbbbirairairaira ‘beauty’.  Say each of the 
words below.  Listen carefully to the difference in sound between mmmm, mbmbmbmb    and bbbb. 

    
M mM mM mM m     Mb mbMb mbMb mbMb mb        B bB bB bB b        
mmmmira poison mbmbmbmbira net bbbbira beauty 
mmmmini water mbmbmbmbirawu wild cat bbbbihi place 
mmmmijani weight mbmbmbmbili ear bbbbilina dura, sorghum 
mmmmino cry, weeping mbmbmbmbïrëꞌdï bamboo bbbbinya goat 
mmmmiyeeyi yelling mbmbmbmbïyö lie bbbbiyaa news 
mmmmïcï potato mbmbmbmbïyöngö pen bbbbïdï pasture 
mmmmïndï dirt, soil mbmbmbmbere palm tree bbbbïhï dog 
mmmmïnyï odour, smell mbmbmbmbele catfish bbbbïï hair 
mmmmehe spear type mbmbmbmbëlï wing bbbbïrïcï mat 
mmmmëndë thinness mbmbmbmbaga mother bbbbïkëbï waist 
mmmmëhï meat mbmbmbmbäjä scab bbbbeeri open land 
mmmmamba search, hunt mbmbmbmbuꞌda bag, quiver bbbbëërï iron stand 
mmmmatiyo story mbmbmbmburogo throat mucus bbbbata pride 
mmmmanda groundnut mbmbmbmbogo hardship bbbbayongo artist 
mmmmanga crack, crevice mbmbmbmbötü door bbbbaa river 
mmmmanganga drum type   bbbbaangbe sweet potato 
mmmmangool flute   bbbbaanga animal 
mmmmarundu spider   bbbbaagaa coleagues 
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mmmmaca rhino   bbbbuu banana 
mmmmacoki tooth brush   bbbbuꞌdu man 
mmmmakana fruit   bbbbuloꞌngo friend 
mmmmagori ring, wheel   bbbbübü rubbish dump 
mmmmahikol mosquito   bbbbütü dura, sorghum 
mmmmaya breast   bbbbürü camp 
mmmmaya yam   bbbbürükü ash 
mmmmaa child   bbbböꞌbü father 
mmmmänjükürü ant   bbbböꞌdü hog, warthog 
mmmmängïrï fear   bbbbötölï male goat 
mmmmängälü grasshopper     
mmmmängükü owl     
mmmmacïkï louse, lice     
mmmmägürë dove, bird     
mmmmuꞌdu illness     
mmmmumbu corpse     
mmmmunya ugliness     
mmmmulu whisper     
mmmmuyu death     
mmmmüꞌdï bush     
mmmmülü darkness     
mmmmükü fallow ground     
mmmmoko war, fighting     
mmmmoori mother-in-law     
mmmmömü wife     
mmmmöölü fish type     
mmmmoonyü dura     

    
The letters mmmm, mbmbmbmb    and bbbb can also be inbetween vowels. When we listen carefully, we 
hear the sound of mmmm in tiratiratiratirammmmaaaa ‘blood’ is different than the sound of mbmbmbmb in kakakakambmbmbmbaaaa 
‘honey’, and also different than the sound of bbbb in hahahahabbbbaaaa ‘hippo’.  

    
mmmm     mbmbmbmb        bbbb     
tirammmma blood kambmbmbmba honey habbbba hippo 
lalammmmu curse mambmbmbmba search, hunt tabbbba leprosy 
remmmme squirrel rembmbmbmbo sheep labbbba bridge 
lëmmmmï sister rekembmbmbmbe shell instrument abbbbeli maize 
jummmmu dish mumbmbmbmbu corpse ngäbbbbü cobra, snake 
lummmma god dömbmbmbmbëcï shoulder këbbbbï rope, string 
ndummmma grass   bübbbbü rubbish dump 
cummmmari loin cloth   ndobbbbo work 
kummmmara woman   dobbbbaa abdomen 
dümmmmü asida, porridge   lobbbbi poem 
kümmmmü navel   köbbbbï buffalo 
kümmmmö celebration   kïbbbbï drum 
kommmmo eye   bïkëbbbbï waist 
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hommmmo nose     
ꞌjommmmoꞌba seed, kernel     
dommmmaga boundary     
ꞌjögömmmmü testicle     
mömmmmü wife     
hïmmmmü relative     
 
Exercise 9 
    
Carefully read and say each test word below.  The boldboldboldbold letter of each test word may or 
may not be written correctly.  Write the word correctly in the space given.  The first 
one is done as an example.    
    
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
bbbbaa short while mbmbmbmbaa mbmbmbmböꞌbö spoiled _____________________ 
mmmmoꞌjo little _____________________ mbmbmbmbeyeka also, again _____________________ 
mbmbmbmboo friend _____________________ bbbbara remaining _____________________ 
mmmmangatee younder _____________________ bbbbata pride _____________________ 
mmmmonoo certain. other _____________________ mbmbmbmbiloo long _____________________ 
bbbbulugaa sweet _____________________ mbmbmbmböcï castrated animal _____________________ 

himmmmi inside _____________________ abbbbi leave, travel _____________________ 
ämbmbmbmbü build _____________________ ambmbmbmbanya abandon _____________________ 
ambmbmbmba refuse, reject _____________________ kpammmmakpa far _____________________ 
kamabbbbal slow _____________________ ammmmi do, make _____________________ 
abbbbo squeeze _____________________ ambmbmbmbu close (eyes) _____________________ 
ambmbmbmbo survive _____________________ atimbmbmbmbi go one by one _____________________ 
fïmmmmïr round _____________________ afemmmmu deny _____________________ 
ämmmmëhï bury _____________________ ambmbmbmba rub _____________________ 

    
    

Consonants ny, nj, jConsonants ny, nj, jConsonants ny, nj, jConsonants ny, nj, j    
    

The consonants nynynyny, njnjnjnj and jjjj sound similar at the beginning of words.  When we listen 
carefully, we hear the sound of nynynyny in nynynynyorooroorooro ‘tumor’ is different than the sound of njnjnjnj in 
njnjnjnjoloolooloolo ‘frog’, and also different than the sound of jjjj    in jjjjoloolooloolo ‘dress’.  Say each of the words 
below.  Listen carefully to the difference in sound between nynynyny, njnjnjnj    and jjjj. 

    
Ny nyNy nyNy nyNy ny     Nj njNj njNj njNj nj        J jJ jJ jJ j        
nynynynyoro tumor njnjnjnjolo frog, toad jjjjolo dress (for women) 
nynynynyihi moon, month njnjnjnjuru poverty jjjjoli limp 
nynynynyïtï potato njnjnjnjula rubber jjjjölö cock 



- 23 - 

nynynynyere chief njnjnjnjïï leaf, foliage jjjjöhï nasal mucus 
nynynynyaꞌda smile, welcome   jjjjumu dish 
nynynynyaka field, garden   jjjji arm, hand 
nynynynyälä wealth     

    
The letters nnnnyyyy, njnjnjnj and jjjj can also be in-between vowels. When we listen carefully, we 
hear the sound of nnnnyyyy in kirakirakirakiranynynynyaaaa ‘snake’ is different than the sound of njnjnjnj in ngngngngaaaanjnjnjnjaaaa 
‘crocodile’, and also different than the sound of jjjj in ngangangangajjjjaaaa ‘girl’.  

    
nnnnyyyy     njnjnjnj        jjjj     
kiranynynynya snake nganjnjnjnja crocodile ngajjjja girl 
lanynynynyi gun tanjnjnjnja guinea fowl gbajjjja comb 
hinynynynyi scorpion ganjnjnjnja iron, metal mbäjjjjä scab (of wound) 
hinynynynya bow mänjnjnjnjükürü ant wäjjjjï hawk, bird 
binynynynya goat kinjnjnjnji fish mijjjjani weight 
mïnynynynyï odour, smell ꞌbonjnjnjnjo pumpkin tujjjje ancestor 
cïnynynynyï stream ngonjnjnjnjo shin (of leg) kujjjje hook 
kïnynynynyö thorn, brier   rüjjjjü flour 
munynynynya ugliness     
lünynynynyï rat     
künynynynyï flea, insect     
möönynynynyü dura     
yenynynynyi scabies, disease     
kënynynynyï loan     
 
Exercise 10 
    
Carefully read and say each test word below.  The boldboldboldbold letter of each test word may or 
may not be written correctly.  Write the word correctly in the space given.  The first 
one is done as an example.    
    
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
jjjja not njnjnjnja nynynynyëënyëë blinking _____________________ 
njnjnjnja did, had _____________________ njnjnjnjölö cock _____________________ 
njnjnjnja as, while, when _____________________ njnjnjnjonjo small _____________________ 

kïnynynynyï tasty _____________________ angbajjjja knock down _____________________ 
ayenynynynye waste, destroy _____________________ kunynynynyee slowly _____________________ 
anjnjnjnja throw _____________________ moonjnjnjnje look, behold _____________________ 
kunjnjnjnja bad _____________________ wänjnjnjnjä wide open _____________________ 
andunjnjnjnju ask, request _____________________ anjnjnjnja leave something _____________________ 
änynynynyü eat, chew _____________________ ämönynynynyü eat _____________________ 
gbanjnjnjnja various, random _____________________ kinynynynyiree bitter _____________________ 
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ConsonantsConsonantsConsonantsConsonants    ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngng, ngb, gb, ngb, gb, ngb, gb, ngb, gb    

    
The consonants ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngng, ngbngbngbngb and gbgbgbgb sound similar at the beginning of words.  When we 
listen carefully, we hear the sound of ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngng in ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngäcääcääcääcä ‘slave’ is different than the sound of 
nnnngbgbgbgb in ngbngbngbngbalaalaalaala ‘whip’, and also different than the sound of gbgbgbgb    in gbgbgbgbajaajaajaaja ‘comb’.  Say each 
of the words below.  Listen carefully to the difference in sound between ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngng, ngbngbngbngb    and gbgbgbgb. 

    
ꞌꞌꞌꞌNgNgNgNg    ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngng     Ngb ngbNgb ngbNgb ngbNgb ngb        Gb gbGb gbGb gbGb gb        
ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngäcä slave ngbngbngbngbala whip gbgbgbgbaja comb 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngoo termite ngbngbngbngbangu okra gbgbgbgbändïmö shatta, hot pepper 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngoꞌngo catfish ngbngbngbngbütü deafness gbgbgbgbiti shield 
    gbgbgbgbïgbïtï duck, bird 
    gbgbgbgbugbu hole 
    gbgbgbgbügürü bag type 
    gbgbgbgbondo leg, foot 
    gbgbgbgboo fence 

    
The letters ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngng, ngbngbngbngb and gbgbgbgb can also be inbetween vowels. When we listen carefully, we 
hear the sound of ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngng in aaaaꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngaaaa ‘bite’ is different than the sound of nnnngbgbgbgb in aaaannnngbgbgbgbaaaa ‘hit’, and 
also different than the sound of gbgbgbgb in aaaagbgbgbgbaaaagbagbagbagba ‘wander’.  

    
ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngng     ngbngbngbngb        gbgbgbgb     
aꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngnga bite, gnaw angbngbngbngba hit, slap agbgbgbgbagba wander 
waꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngnga poison langbngbngbngba drying platform ngaligbgbgbgbi rainbow 
täꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngä antelope baangbngbngbngbe sweet potato higbgbgbgba stool 
loꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngo friendship kongbngbngbngbo bird type   
ꞌngoꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngo catfish yungbngbngbngba hatred   
ngoꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngo housefly kilingbngbngbngba bone   
buloꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngo good friend     
ruꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngnga twin     
 
Exercise 11 
    
Carefully read and say each test word below.  The boldboldboldbold letter of each test word may or 
may not be written correctly.  Write the word correctly in the space given.  The first 
one is done as an example.    
    
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
ngbngbngbngbä complete gbgbgbgbä ngbngbngbngbulu big, thick _____________________ 
ngbngbngbngbälꞌngäl bright _____________________ ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngaaꞌngaꞌnga dry _____________________ 
gbgbgbgbogbo big _____________________ ngbngbngbngbanja various _____________________ 
gbgbgbgbo just _____________________ gbgbgbgbülükü round _____________________ 

loꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngu big _____________________ tängbngbngbngbö end _____________________ 
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logbgbgbgbow big _____________________ kangbngbngbngbaci without reason _____________________ 
ꞌbugbgbgbgba away _____________________ alagbgbgbgba burn something _____________________ 
anguꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngu think _____________________ angbngbngbngbe twist, turn over _____________________ 
aꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngnga put on, wear _____________________ angbngbngbngbo join _____________________ 
agbgbgbgbuꞌju return _____________________ angbngbngbngba roast, bake _____________________ 

    
    

VowelsVowelsVowelsVowels    u and üu and üu and üu and ü    
 
The words kungukungukungukungu ‘road’ and küngüküngüküngüküngü ‘monkey’ have different vowel sounds.  Do you 
hear the difference? In kungukungukungukungu ‘road’ the vowel uuuu is light, but in küngüküngüküngüküngü ‘monkey’ the 
vowel ü ü ü ü is heavy. In this lesson we learn the different sounds of these vowels. In 
following lessons, we will learn the difference between other light and heavy vowels. 
 
There are 10 vowels in Bongo, as shown in the list below. There are 5 light vowels and 
5 heavy vowels. Heavy vowels are marked with dots above the vowel. 
 

Bongo Vowels 
Light Heavy 
U uU uU uU u    Ü üÜ üÜ üÜ ü    
I iI iI iI i    Ï ïÏ ïÏ ïÏ ï    
O oO oO oO o    Ö öÖ öÖ öÖ ö    
E eE eE eE e    Ë ëË ëË ëË ë    
A aA aA aA a    Ä äÄ äÄ äÄ ä    

 
When we listen carefully, we hear the sound of uuuu in kkkkuuuungngngnguuuu ‘road’ is different than the 
sound of üüüü in kkkküüüüngngngngüüüü ‘monkey’.  Say each of the words below.  Listen carefully to the 
difference in sound between uuuu and üüüü. 
 
U uU uU uU u     Ü üÜ üÜ üÜ ü     
kungu road, path küngü baboon, monkey 
kulu revenge kümü navel 
kuku lung kütü handle 
kuhu seed kütü shelter 
ꞌburu life kürü groundnut 
buꞌdu man kürü caterpillar 
muꞌdu illness külü heart 
mumbu corpse kügü laughter 
mulu whisper bübü rubbish dump 
muyu death bütü dura, sorghum 
tutu grinding stone bürü camp 
dudu grave mülü darkness 
nduꞌju greeting mükü fallow ground 
nduma grass fütü heel (of foot) 
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nduru weakness fürü wound, sore 
ndugu price tütü shell (of nut) 
njuru poverty tüdü cry, weeping 
luru mudfish türü government 
jumu dish dümü asida, porridge 
gbugbu hole ngbütü deafness 
guꞌbu forest ngüꞌdü hump (on back) 
guru fish type ngüꞌdü blindness 
gulu yeast rürü filth 
ꞌbuu egg rüjü flour 
ꞌbuu hunger lündü brother 
ꞌduu thigh gütü strength 
buu banana ndüü sound,voice 
tuu grandparent rüü house, hut 
guu hole külülü cry, shout 
huu breath bürükü ash 
ꞌbuulu mahogany tree kündütü heep, pile 
cucuku bead gbügürü bag type 
 
Exercise 12 
 
Carefully read and say the test words between the lines below.  The boldboldboldbold vowel in the 
middle of each test word may or may not be written correctly.  Test the sound of the 
bold vowel by comparing it with the vowel sound in the words on the left and right.  
The first one has been done as an example. 
 
  Test Word   Write correctly 
kungu road ngbülü big, thick küngü monkey ngublu 
kungu road gbülükü round küngü monkey _____________________ 
kungu road düm tomorrow küngü monkey _____________________ 
kungu road ꞌbuꞌbu foaming, bubbling küngü monkey _____________________ 
kungu road lukuluku smooth küngü monkey _____________________ 
kungu road düü real küngü monkey _____________________ 
kungu road kunu painful küngü monkey _____________________ 
kungu road anguru call someone küngü monkey _____________________ 
kungu road kurkur low küngü monkey _____________________ 
kungu road gburu genuine, original küngü monkey _____________________ 
kungu road anyu eat, chew küngü monkey _____________________ 
kungu road ängüꞌngü think küngü monkey _____________________ 
 
 

VowelsVowelsVowelsVowels    i and ïi and ïi and ïi and ï    
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The vowels iiii and ïïïï sound similar in words.  When we listen carefully, we hear the 
sound of iiii in bbbbiiiihhhhiiii ‘place’ is different than the sound of ïïïï in bbbbïïïïhhhhïïïï ‘dog’.  Say each of the 
words below.  Listen carefully to the difference in sound between iiii and ïïïï. 
 
I iI iI iI i     Ï ïÏ ïÏ ïÏ ï     
bihi place bïhï dog 
mbili ear bïdï pasture 
mini water cïcï cooking pot 
firi word cïnyï stream 
tiꞌdi vomit mïndï dirt, soil 
tiki intestine mïnyï odour, smell 
tiyi ant type mïcï potato 
nyihi moon, month dïlï shadow, shade 
riti razor nïnï mother’s sister 
kidi elephant nyïtï potato 
kinji fish kïbï drum 
kiri star kïtï chair 
gbiti shield kïdï muscle 
wiri bud (of dura) hïꞌbï rainy season 
hinyi scorpion hïꞌdï penis 
ꞌbii sleep hïtï health 
tii peanut ndïrï pimple, blemish 
hii soil ngïrï firewood 
ji arm, hand ꞌjïï person 
hi stomach bïï hair, fur 
hilili air, wind njïï leaf, foliage 
  lïï co-wife 
  cïï feces 
  bïrïcï mat 
  kïlïlï charcoal 
  hïkïnyï happiness, thankfulness 
  gbïgbïtï duck, bird 
 
Exercise 13 
 
Carefully read and say the test words between the lines below.  The boldboldboldbold vowel in the 
middle of each test word may or may not be written correctly.  Test the sound of the 
bold vowel by comparing it with the vowel sound in the words on the left and right.  
The first one has been done as an example. 
 
  Test Word   Write correctly 
bihi place kiri rich bïhï dog kïrï 
bihi place kiri heavy bïhï dog _____________________ 
bihi place kinyi tasty bïhï dog _____________________ 
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bihi place kïmïlïmï sweet bïhï dog _____________________ 
bihi place kïdï cold bïhï dog _____________________ 
bihi place lïkï cold bïhï dog _____________________ 
bihi place liki disturbing bïhï dog _____________________ 
bihi place cïkï far bïhï dog _____________________ 
bihi place dïbï low, down bïhï dog _____________________ 
bihi place fïmbïr round bïhï dog _____________________ 
bihi place titikpi loose bïhï dog _____________________ 
bihi place lïlïgï lost bïhï dog _____________________ 
bihi place tibi unripe bïhï dog _____________________ 

    
    

VowelsVowelsVowelsVowels    o and öo and öo and öo and ö    
 
The vowels oooo and öööö sound similar in words.  When we listen carefully, we hear the 
sound of oooo in ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbboooongngngngoooo ‘fig’ is different than the sound of öööö in BBBBööööngngngngöööö ‘Bongo person’.  
Say each of the words below.  Listen carefully to the difference in sound between oooo and 
öööö. 
 
O oO oO oO o        Ö öÖ öÖ öÖ ö     
ꞌbongo fig Böngö Bongo person 
ꞌbonjo pumpkin töꞌbö fat 
ꞌboro hole rötö bald person 
ꞌboro air pump jölö cock 
ꞌboko grass cutter kpökpö throat 
ꞌboko rat type tör completely, strongly 
ꞌdongo lump on head ꞌbörö already 
ꞌngoꞌngo catfish ämörö stop 
ngoꞌngo housefly ämörö wander 
jolo dress älö remove, take off 
ꞌjolo antelope   
ꞌjoko tooth   
mbogo hardship   
moko war, fighting   
toꞌdo salt   
tolo juice, dew   
dongo civet cat   
doko basket   
ndobo work   
njolo frog   
ngom abscess   
ngonjo shin (of leg)   
ngono chicken   
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ngoyo song   
nyoro tumor   
noko mother’s brother   
loꞌngo friendship   
logo hoe blade   
koꞌdo gourd, calabash   
komo eye   
koto back   
kongbo bird type   
koro trap   
koko colour, shape   
koko dura type   
kogo leopard   
gbondo leg, foot   
homo nose   
holo tail   
hogo back   
ꞌngoo termite   
ngoo in-law, marriage   
gboo fence   
hoo stream, pool   
ꞌjoo vagina   
boo friend, colleague   
go neck   
do head   
ro body, name   
ko opening   
yongolo bell   
kongono beak   
dokono guide   
morogot bedbug   
korokoro sharp point   
 
Exercise 14 
 
Carefully read and say the test words between the lines below.  The boldboldboldbold vowel in the 
middle of each test word may or may not be written correctly.  Test the sound of the 
bold vowel by comparing it with the vowel sound in the words on the left and right.  
The first one has been done as an example. 
 
  Test Word   Write correctly 
ꞌbongo fig ngbö just Böngö Bongo person ngbo 
ꞌbongo fig jolo cock Böngö Bongo person _____________________ 
ꞌbongo fig ꞌboor inside Böngö Bongo person _____________________ 
ꞌbongo fig ꞌbönö front (of something) Böngö Bongo person _____________________ 
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ꞌbongo fig ꞌbohondo behind Böngö Bongo person _____________________ 
ꞌbongo fig tör completely Böngö Bongo person _____________________ 
ꞌbongo fig möꞌjö little Böngö Bongo person _____________________ 
ꞌbongo fig monoo certain, other Böngö Bongo person _____________________ 
ꞌbongo fig molo bottom Böngö Bongo person _____________________ 
ꞌbongo fig ꞌboro already Böngö Bongo person _____________________ 
ꞌbongo fig toro up, high Böngö Bongo person _____________________ 
 

    
VowelsVowelsVowelsVowels    e and ëe and ëe and ëe and ë    

 
The vowels eeee and ëëëë sound similar in words.  When we listen carefully, we hear the 
sound of eeee in nynynynyeeeerrrreeee ‘chief’ is different than the sound of ëëëë in yyyyëëëërrrrëëëë ‘younger twin’.  Say 
each of the words below.  Listen carefully to the difference in sound between eeee and ëëëë. 
 
E eE eE eE e     Ë ëË ëË ëË ë     
nyere chief yërë younger twin 
ndere walk yëgë locust 
mbele catfish lëlë stone 
mehe spear type ꞌbëë home, compound 
tene insult yëë awhile 
tele swim kpëny elder, older 
reme squirrel kpë large 
kete pot nyëënyëë blinking 
kehe game ëndëë unripe 
hege spirit, god   
lee father’s sister   
rekembe shell instrument   
 
Exercise 15 
 
Carefully read and say the test words between the lines below.  The boldboldboldbold vowel in the 
middle of each test word may or may not be written correctly.  Test the sound of the 
bold vowel by comparing it with the vowel sound in the words on the left and right.  
The first one has been done as an example. 
 
  Test Word   Write correctly 
nyere chief endee unripe yërë younger twin ëndëë 
nyere chief nyëënyëë blinking yërë younger twin _____________________ 
nyere chief ndëndë shaking yërë younger twin _____________________ 
nyere chief ndee before yërë younger twin _____________________ 
nyere chief gëwëgëwë falling yërë younger twin _____________________ 
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nyere chief yëë awhile yërë younger twin _____________________ 
nyere chief kpeny elder, older yërë younger twin _____________________ 
nyere chief lelekpe loose, free yërë younger twin _____________________ 
nyere chief jëkëë good yërë younger twin _____________________ 
nyere chief kpë large yërë younger twin _____________________ 

    
    

VowelsVowelsVowelsVowels    a and äa and äa and äa and ä    
 
The vowels aaaa and ääää sound similar in words.  When we listen carefully, we hear the 
sound of aaaa in mbmbmbmbaaaaggggaaaa ‘mother’ is different than the sound of ääää in mbmbmbmbääääjjjjääää ‘scab’.  Say each 
of the words below.  Listen carefully to the difference in sound between aaaa and ääää. 
 
A aA aA aA a    Ä äÄ äÄ äÄ ä    
mbaga mother mbäjä  scab (of wound) 
ꞌbata hare, rabbit ꞌngäcä slave 
ꞌbara rib täꞌngä antelope 
ꞌbaya feast nyälä wealth 
bata pride räkä bread 
mamba search, hunt kälä mane (of lion) 
manga crack, crevice gägä lizard 
maca rhino wängä greed 
maya yam längärä bed 
maya breast, milk wärä bright 
taꞌba tobacco wänjä wide open 
taba leprosy gändä much 
tanja guinea fowl rätä crazy 
tara quarrel, lip ꞌngälꞌngäl bright 
daya midwife kpängälä far 
ngbala whip wätäwätä big 
ngaꞌba cheek   
nganja crocodile   
ngala dance   
ngaja girl   
ngaha run   
ngaya scabies, disease   
nyaꞌda smile, welcome   
nyaka field   
ranga vulture   
raka shoe, sandle   
laba bridge   
landa white stone   
langba drying platform   
kamba honey   
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kada sun, day   
kanga ostrich   
kaga tree, wood   
gbaja comb   
ganja iron, metal   
gala wild dog   
waꞌnga poison   
haba hippo   
haya sand   
yanga clitoris   
yala fly swatter   
baa river   
maa child, pregnancy   
daa water well   
tarana tree type   
ndatara tongue   
yakara pumpkin type   
faranga young man   
baanga dangerous animal   
ꞌbalakana okra   
 
Exercise 16 
 
Carefully read and say the test words between the lines below.  The boldboldboldbold vowel in the 
middle of each test word may or may not be written correctly.  Test the sound of the 
bold vowel by comparing it with the vowel sound in the words on the left and right.  
The first one has been done as an example. 
 
  Test Word   Write correctly 
mbaga mother tägä afternoon mbäjä  scab taga 
mbaga mother wätäwätä big mbäjä  scab _____________________ 
mbaga mother fäcä a lot of mbäjä  scab _____________________ 
mbaga mother kpangala far mbäjä  scab _____________________ 
mbaga mother mbaa short while mbäjä  scab _____________________ 
mbaga mother ꞌngääꞌngäꞌngä dry mbäjä  scab _____________________ 
mbaga mother rata crazy mbäjä  scab _____________________ 
mbaga mother ꞌngälꞌngäl bright mbäjä  scab _____________________ 
mbaga mother ꞌdaaꞌdaꞌda soft mbäjä  scab _____________________ 
mbaga mother mbärä remaining mbäjä  scab _____________________ 
mbaga mother wanja wide open mbäjä  scab _____________________ 
mbaga mother ꞌbaꞌja wet mbäjä  scab _____________________ 
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Spelling Rule 1Spelling Rule 1Spelling Rule 1Spelling Rule 1: Do not mix light vowels u, i, e, o, au, i, e, o, au, i, e, o, au, i, e, o, a and heavy vowels ü, ï, ë, ö, äü, ï, ë, ö, äü, ï, ë, ö, äü, ï, ë, ö, ä  
together in the same word. That is, write all vowels in the same word with dots (for 
heavy vowels), or write all vowels in the same word without dots (for light vowels).  

    
Mixed VowelsMixed VowelsMixed VowelsMixed Vowels    

    
Light and heavy vowels are never mixed together in the same word.  In the following 
words, only the lightlightlightlight vowels uuuu, iiii, eeee, oooo, aaaa are together. Read each word carefully and 
listen to the sound of the two vowels together. 
 

Second Vowel in the Word 

F
ir

st
 V

ow
el

 i
n 

 t
he

 W
or

d 

 uuuu    iiii    eeee    oooo    aaaa    
uuuu    kuuuunguuuu luuuuyiiii kuuuuyeeee kuuuudoooo luuuulaaaa 
    road grass knot speech cloud 
iiii    hiiiiruuuu fiiiiriiii kiiiireeee riiiikoooo fiiiiraaaa 
    saliva word arrow bed axe 
eeee    geeeewuuuu beeeeeeeeriiii mbeeeeleeee reeeemboooo kedeeeekaaaa 
    town open land catfish sheep also 
oooo    rooooꞌbuuuu toooondiiii dooooleeee ꞌbooooroooo doooobaaaaaaaa 
    wanting leech wandering air pump abdomen 
aaaa    waaaaruuuu ngaaaayiiii ngaaaateeeeeeee maaaangooooooool waaaaꞌngaaaa 
    fish type table younger flute poison 

 

In the following words, only the heavyheavyheavyheavy vowels üüüü, ïïïï, ëëëë, öööö, ääää are together. Read each word 
carefully and listen to the sound of the two vowels together. 
 

Second Vowel in the Word 

F
ir

st
 V

ow
el

 i
n 

 t
he

 W
or

d 

 üüüü    ïïïï    ëëëë    öööö    ääää    
üüüü    küüüümüüüü kpülïülïülïülï lüüüülëëëë küüüümöööö  
    navel lion turtle celebration  
ïïïï    hïïïïlüüüü cïïïïnyïïïï hïïïïgëëëë hïïïïröööö ndïïïïkääää 
    hyena stream mouse liver law 
ëëëë     lëëëëmïïïï yëëëëgëëëë   
     sister locust   
öööö    möööömüüüü dööööhïïïï döööökëëëër tööööꞌböööö  
    wife funeral side fat  
ääää    hääääwüüüü wäääälïïïï käääädëëëër  ꞌngääääcääää 
    yawn wild dog much  slave 

 
In summary, we have the following spelling rule. 

 
Light vowels Heavy vowels 
hiru saliva hïlü hyena 
ngbangu okra kähü mushroom 
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kire arrow hïgë mouse 
kure malaria bürë dust 
loki crowd ndöꞌjï semen 
gingo hook ngökü rubbish 
giya root ndïkä law 
 
Exercise 17 
 
Carefully read and say each test word below.  The vowels of each test word may or 
may not be written correctly.  Write the word correctly in the space given.  The first 
one is done as an example.    
    
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
aꞌbï give äꞌbï hïrökaga flower _____________________ 
aꞌjimönyü food _____________________ birïhï honour _____________________ 
ꞌbigumëhï butcher _____________________ hïtïro body _____________________ 
mahïmü relative _____________________ ꞌbingüꞌdü deaf person _____________________ 
bïlëlëhitoro thunder _____________________ tïlükëhï gold _____________________ 
mäcïkïriko bed bug _____________________ lëꞌjïcuka bubble _____________________ 
bihibïꞌdögürö bathroom _____________________ doꞌbëë clan _____________________ 

    
    

Long and Short VowelsLong and Short VowelsLong and Short VowelsLong and Short Vowels    
    
The words hihihihi ‘stomach’ and hiihiihiihii ‘soil’ have different vowel sounds.  Do you hear the 
difference? In hihihihi ‘stomach’ the vowel iiii is short, but in hiihiihiihii ‘soil’ the vowel iiiiiiii    is long. Say 
each pair of words below. Listen for the difference between the short and long vowels3.  

    
Short vowel Long vowel 
hiiii stomach hiiiiiiii soil 
goooo neck ngoooooooo in-law, marriage 
ꞌbuuuuru life ꞌbuuuuuuuulu mahogany tree 
 
Many words with one syllable have a long vowel.  
    
Words with one syllable and long vowel 
Light Heavy 
ꞌbuu egg rüü house, hut 
ꞌbuu hunger ndüü sound, voice 
ꞌduu thigh ꞌjïï person 
                                                           
3
 Without further tone analysis, there is not much solid evidence for a vowel length distinction. However, 

the speakers consistently and confidently write words according to vowel length. So, it seems best make the 

distinction of vowel length in writing. 



- 35 - 

buu banana ꞌbïï your 
tuu grandparent bïï hair, fur 
guu hole njïï leaf, foliage 
huu breath lïï co-wife 
duu real cïï feces 
ꞌbii sleep ꞌbëë home, compound 
tii peanut yëë awhile 
hii soil äyëë never 
kpii remaining   
kii ten   
lee father’s sister   
ndee before   
ꞌngoo termite   
ngoo in-law, marriage   
gboo fence   
hoo stream, pool   
ꞌjoo vagina   
boo friend, colleague   
baa river   
maa child, pregnancy   
daa water well   
njaa not completely   
kaa whenever   
haa inside   
    
Most words with one syllable and a short vowel are used in a special way (as a 
preposition, pronoun, etc.) 
    
Words with one syllable and short vowel 
ji arm, hand ꞌba to, in 
hi stomach di from 
go neck do on, over 
do head na with 
ro body, name ji to 
ko opening hi in, inside 
ho wide open ma I, me 
ꞌda there mi I 
ga all ï you (sg) 
ꞌbo had bi he 
na this, these ba he, him, his 
di when, while hu she, her 
da when, while ni he, she 
ka and, then ne it, him, her 
ki if ji we 
ka when, while je we 
ka in order to hi you (pl) 
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ka be, is are he you (pl) 
  ye they, them 
  yi they 
    
Most words with two or more syllables have only short vowels.  A few words have a 
long first syllable or a long last syllable. Most words with long vowel in the last syllable 
describe other words (are an adjective or modifier). 
    
First or second syllable with long vowel Last syllable with long vowel 
bëëëëëëëërï anvil, iron stand ëndëëëëëëëë unripe 
möööööööönyü dura, sorghum nyëënyëëëëëëëë blinking 
möööööööölü fish type mäkïnyëëëëëëëë sweet 
ngöööööööönü snore ndüböööööööö older, elder 
beeeeeeeeri open land, clearing monoooooooo certain, other 
miyeeeeeeeeyi yelling diroooooooo some 
ꞌbuuuuuuuulu mahogany tree ataꞌdoooooooo add, increase 
mangooooooool flute akpekoooooooo leave 
moooooooori mother-in-law nokotoooooooo yesterday 
mooooooooje look, behold mbiloooooooo long 
ꞌboooooooor inside tigoooooooo weak, faint 
boooooooogaa colleagues doturoooooooo alone 
ngaaaaaaaaꞌngaꞌnga dry hondoooooooo last 
baaaaaaaangbe sweet potato batuuuuuuuu father-in-law 
baaaaaaaanga dangerous animal andeeeeeeee go 
  ngoreeeeeeee second 
  kinjireeeeeeee bitter 
  ngateeeeeeee younger 
  jekeeeeeeee good 
  kireheeeeeeee late 
  kayeeeeeeee first 
  kunyeeeeeeee slowly 
  giyeeeeeeee some 
  boogaaaaaaaa colleagues 
  dobaaaaaaaa abdomen 
  biyaaaaaaaa news 
  mbulugaaaaaaaa sweet 
  makiꞌdaꞌdaaaaaaaa soft 
  makaꞌ baaaaaaaa wide 
  makakpaaaaaaaa long 
  mutaaaaaaaa third 
  landaaaaaaaa thick, big 
  gburuꞌbaaaaaaaa perfect 
  giyaaaaaaaa small, little 
  afaaaaaaaa dull, blunt 
  akpaaaaaaaa short 
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Exercise 18 
 
Carefully read and say each test word below.  The bold bold bold bold letter in each test word may or 
may not be written correctly.  Write the word correctly in the space given.  The first 
one is done as an example. 
 
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 

kiiii ten kiiiiiiii tiiiiiiii peanut _____________________ 
goooo neck _____________________ moooori mother-in-law _____________________ 
huuuuuuuu she, her _____________________ ꞌdaaaa there _____________________ 
gboooooooo fence _____________________ baaaaaaaanga dangerous animal _____________________ 
kaaaaaaaa and, then _____________________ lïïïï co-wife _____________________ 
monoooo certain _____________________ naaaa with _____________________ 
yëëëë awhile _____________________ tigoooo weak, faint _____________________ 
jiiii to _____________________ baaaa he _____________________ 
kinjireeeeeeee bitter _____________________ kunyeeee slowly _____________________ 
jeeeeeeee we _____________________ afaaaaaaaa dull, blunt _____________________ 

    
    

Vowels at the end of wordsVowels at the end of wordsVowels at the end of wordsVowels at the end of words    
    

Some words that end in a vowel are pronounced without the final vowel. However, we 

write the word with the final vowel. Say each of the words below. Look carefully at the 

correct way to write them.     

    
Correct Wrong 

abelililili maize abellll maize 

bötölïlïlïlï male goat bötöllll male goat 

cölïlïlïlï hanging net cöllll hanging net 

fülïlïlïlï cooking stone füllll cooking stone 

folililili shell follll shell 

folililili cloud follll cloud 

golililili wealth gollll wealth 

kokolililili kingfisher, bird kokollll kingfisher, bird 

möölülülülü fish type mööllll fish type 

tïngölïlïlïlï mortar, bowl tïngöllll mortar, bowl 

wölïlïlïlï brain wöllll brain 
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wälïlïlïlï wild dog wällll wild dog 

jolililili limp jollll limp 

aꞌjululululu return, give back aꞌjullll return, give back 

bëërïrïrïrï anvil, iron stand beerrrr anvil, iron stand 

bürürürürü camp bürrrr camp 

beeriririri open land beerrrr open land 

cumariririri loin cloth cumarrrr loin cloth 

firiririri word firrrr word 

hïkërïrïrïrï side (of body) hïkërrrr side (of body) 

körïrïrïrï sheabutter tree körrrr sheabutter tree 

kürürürürü caterpillar kürrrr caterpillar 

kürürürürü groundnut kürrrr groundnut 

kiriririri star kirrrr star 

koriririri footprint korrrr footprint 

lururururu mudfish lurrrr mudfish 

mängïrïrïrïrï fear mängïrrrr fear 

mooriririri mother-in-law moorrrr mother-in-law 

türürürürü government türrrr government 

warurururu fish type warrrr fish type 

wiriririri bud (of dura) wirrrr bud (of dura) 

yakarararara pumpking type yakarrrr pumpking type 

ndïrïrïrïrï pimple, blemish ndïrrrr pimple, blemish 

ndörürürürü mourning ndörrrr mourning 

ndururururu weakness ndurrrr weakness 

njururururu poverty njurrrr poverty 

ngïrïrïrïrï firewood ngïrrrr firewood 

ngoriririri two ngorrrr two 

änyïrïrïrïrï refuse änyïrrrr refuse 

adariririri defeat adarrrr defeat 

agikoriririri surround agikorrrr surround 

ahileriririri slide ahilerrrr slide 

ale koriririri go around ale korrrr go around 

alamumumumu curse alammmm curse 

ändïmümümümü shift, move ändïmmmm shift, move 

ädïlämümümümü drown ädïlämmmm drown 
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Spelling rule 2Spelling rule 2Spelling rule 2Spelling rule 2:  Write most words with a final vowel. 
 

jumumumumu dish jummmm dish 

ꞌjögömümümümü testicle ꞌjögömmmm testicle 

kümümümümü navel kümmmm havel 

hïhïmümümümü rotton hïhïmmmm rotton 

dümümümümü asida, porridge dümmmm asida, porridge 

ngöönünününü snore ngöönnnn snore 

mijanininini weight mijannnn weight 

kanunununu trunk (of elephant) kannnn trunk (of elephant) 

künyïnyïnyïnyï flea, insect künynynyny flea, insect 

kënyïnyïnyïnyï loan kënynynyny loan 

hinyinyinyinyi scorpion hinynynyny scorpion 

konyenyenyenye white konynynyny white 

lanyinyinyinyi gun lanynynyny gun 

lünyïnyïnyïnyï rat lünynynyny rat 

möönyünyünyünyü dur, sorghum moonynynyny dur, sorghum 

alonyinyinyinyi contribute alonynynyny contribute 

ämönyünyünyünyü eat ämönynynyny eat 

    
In words with a final vowel after a consonant r, l, m, n, r, l, m, n, r, l, m, n, r, l, m, n, or nynynyny,    the final vowel is often 

dropped in speaking. 

 

In summary, we have the following rule for final vowels: 

 

Exercise 19 

 

Carefully read and say each test word below.  The bold bold bold bold letter in each test word may or 

may not be written correctly.  Write the word correctly in the space given.  The first 

one is done as an example. 

 

Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 

alammmm curse alamumumumu dümümümümü asida, porridge _____________________ 

kürürürürü groundnut _____________________ ngorrrr two _____________________ 
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ämönynynyny eat _____________________ hinynynyny scorpion _____________________ 

kürrrr groundnut _____________________ wällll wild dog _____________________ 

cumariririri loin cloth _____________________ jumumumumu dish _____________________ 

gollll wealth _____________________ cöllll hanging net _____________________ 

    

    
Consonants w, y Consonants w, y Consonants w, y Consonants w, y before final vowelsbefore final vowelsbefore final vowelsbefore final vowels    

    
The consonant wwww can be at the beginning of words as in wwwwaaaaꞌngaꞌngaꞌngaꞌnga ‘poison’, or in the 
middle of words as in lalalalawwwwuuuu  ‘clothing item’, or at the end of words as in kpkpkpkpaaaawwww    ‘all’.  
The consonant yyyy can be at the beginning of words as in yyyyalaalaalaala ‘fly swatter’, or in the 
middle of words as in ngangangangayyyyiiii ‘table’. 
 
    Beginning Middle End 
W wW wW wW w    wwwwaꞌnga poison lawwwwu clothing item kpawwww all 
    wwwwölï brain gewwwwu town   
Y yY yY yY y    yyyyala fly swatter ngayyyyi table   
    yyyyëgë locust wüyyyyï abscess   
 
There are several different final vowels that can be after wwww or after yyyy. 
 
Final vowel after wwww Final vowel after yyyy 
cucuwawawawa porcupine ꞌbayayayaya feast 
awowowowo pull, draw out ngoyoyoyoyo song 
gewegewewewewe falling mbïyöyöyöyö lie 
hiwuwuwuwu plant type kuyeyeyeye knot 
käwüwüwüwü branch (of river) muyuyuyuyu death 
  ꞌboyiyiyiyi trap 
  müyïyïyïyï five 
 
When the final vowels uuuu or üüüü are after wwww, the vowel is not spoken. However it is written. 
We don’t write the following words without uuuu    as in    hihihihiwwww (wrong) ‘plant type’ or without 
wwww    as in hiuhiuhiuhiu (wrong) ‘plant type’. Instead, we write these words with both wwww and u u u u as in 
hihihihiwwwwuuuu ‘plant type’. 
 
Correct Wrong 
hiwuwuwuwu plant type hiwwww hiuuuu plant type 
gewuwuwuwu town gewwww geuuuu town 
yewuwuwuwu there are, exists yewwww yeuuuu there are, exists 
hewuwuwuwu four hewwww heuuuu four 
alewuwuwuwu look at, watch alewwww aleuuuu look at, watch 
lawuwuwuwu clothing item lawwww lauuuu clothing item 
mbirawuwuwuwu wild cat mbirawwww mbirauuuu wild cat 
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Spelling rule 3Spelling rule 3Spelling rule 3Spelling rule 3:  At the end of words, write yyyy or wwww before a final vowel. Do not write 
yyyy or wwww at the end of words without a final vowel. Do not write two vowels together 
without a yyyy or wwww separating them. 
 

alawuwuwuwu awake alawwww alauuuu awake 
awuwuwuwu hear, listen awwww auuuu hear, listen 
Lïwüwüwüwü man’s name Lïwwww Lïüüüü man’s name 
föwüwüwüwü early föwwww föüüüü early 
häwüwüwüwü yawn häwwww häüüüü yawn 
käwüwüwüwü branch (of river) käwwww käüüüü branch (of river) 
ädäwüwüwüwü confuse ädäwwww ädäüüüü confuse 
äwüwüwüwü carry, take äwwww äüüüü carry, take 
 

When the final vowels iiii or ï ï ï ï are after yyyy, the vowel is not spoken. However it is written. 
We don’t write the following words without i i i i as in    ꞌꞌꞌꞌboyboyboyboy (wrong) ‘trap’ or without y y y y as 
in ꞌꞌꞌꞌboiboiboiboi (wrong) ‘trap’. Instead, we write them with both yyyy and i i i i as in ꞌꞌꞌꞌboboboboyiyiyiyi ‘trap’. 
 

Correct Wrong 
ꞌboyiyiyiyi trap ꞌboyyyy ꞌboiiii trap 
toyiyiyiyi near toyyyy toiiii near 
ngayiyiyiyi table ngayyyy ngaiiii table 
payiyiyiyi digging tool payyyy paiiii digging tool 
kayiyiyiyi first kayyyy kaiiii first 
cayiyiyiyi healing, cured cayyyy caiiii healing, cured 
tayiyiyiyi morning tayyyy taiiii morning 
alayiyiyiyi rub, caress alayyyy alaiiii rub, caress 
ayiyiyiyi make ayyyy aiiii make 
amayiyiyiyi come amayyyy amaiiii come 
tiyiyiyiyi ant type tiyyyy tiiiii ant type 
luyiyiyiyi grass luyyyy luiiii grass 
reyiyiyiyi plenty reyyyy reiiii plenty 
miyeeyiyiyiyi yelling miyeeyyyy miyeeiiii yelling 
yëyïyïyïyï boat, canoe yëyyyy yëïïïï boat, canoe 
külüyïyïyïyï python külüyyyy külüïïïï python 
wüyïyïyïyï abscess, infection wüyyyy wüïïïï abscess, infection 
müyïyïyïyï five müyyyy müïïïï five 
 
In summary, we have the following rule for vowels after yyyy and wwww: 
 

 
Exercise 20 
 
Carefully read and say each test word below.  The bold bold bold bold letter in each test word may or 
may not be written correctly.  Write the word correctly in the space given.  The first 
one is done as an example. 
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Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 

yëïïïï boat, canoe yïyïyïyïyï    föwwww early _____________________ 
häwwww yawn _____________________ ädäwüwüwüwü confuse _____________________ 
amaiiii come _____________________ müyyyy five _____________________ 
lawuwuwuwu clothing item _____________________ tayiyiyiyi morning _____________________ 
luyiyiyiyi grass _____________________ geuuuu town _____________________ 
heuuuu four _____________________ ngaiiii table _____________________ 

 
 

ToneToneToneTone    
    

Some words sound the same except for tone.  (Complete this section after futher study 
of tone and if it is decided that some tone sounds should be represented in writing.)    
    

    
Spelling Spelling Spelling Spelling RulesRulesRulesRules    ReviewedReviewedReviewedReviewed    

    
In this book, we have learned three spelling rules that help reading and writing.  We 
now review these rules.  There are examples after each rule.  The page number is shown 
where the rule is further explained.   
    
In summary, we have the following spelling rule. 
 
Spelling Rule 1Spelling Rule 1Spelling Rule 1Spelling Rule 1    (page 33): Do not mix light vowels u, i, e, o, au, i, e, o, au, i, e, o, au, i, e, o, a and heavy vowels ü, ï, ë, ü, ï, ë, ü, ï, ë, ü, ï, ë, 
ö, äö, äö, äö, ä  together in the same word. That is, write all vowels in the same word with dots (for 
heavy vowels), or write all vowels in the same word without dots (for light vowels). 
 
Light vowels Heavy vowels 
hiru saliva hïlü hyena 
ngbangu okra kähü mushroom 
kire arrow hïgë mouse 
kure malaria bürë dust 
loki crowd ndöꞌjï semen 
gingo hook ngökü rubbish 
giya root ndïkä law 
 
Spelling rule 2Spelling rule 2Spelling rule 2Spelling rule 2    (page 39):  Write most words with a final vowel. 
 
Correct  Wrong 
abelililili maize abellll maize 
koriririri footprint korrrr footprint 
alamumumumu curse alammmm curse 
ngöönünününü snore ngöönnnn snore 
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ämönyünyünyünyü eat ämönynynyny eat 
 
Spelling rule 3Spelling rule 3Spelling rule 3Spelling rule 3    (page 41):  At the end of words, write yyyy or wwww before a final vowel. Do 
not write yyyy or wwww at the end of words without a final vowel. Do not write two vowels 
together without a yyyy or wwww separating them. 
 
Correct Wrong 
gewuwuwuwu town gewwww geuuuu town 
lawuwuwuwu clothing item lawwww lauuuu clothing item 
häwüwüwüwü yawn häwwww häüüüü yawn 
ꞌboyiyiyiyi trap ꞌboyyyy ꞌboiiii trap 
amayiyiyiyi come amayyyy amaiiii come 
yëyïyïyïyï boat, canoe yëyyyy yëïïïï boat, canoe 
    
Exercise 21 
 
Carefully read and say each test word below.  The letters in each test word may or may 
not be written correctly.  Write the word correctly in the space given.  The first one is 
done as an example. 
    
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
ꞌbikülü jealous person ꞌbïkülü mäkïnyë sweetness _____________________ 
ahü grind _____________________ hïrökaga flower _____________________ 
hïꞌbëë courtyard _____________________ beer open land _____________________ 
dorüü roof _____________________ ꞌbimängïrï coward _____________________ 
tïngöl mortar, bowl _____________________ alew look at, watch _____________________ 
dödïlï ghost, spirit _____________________ ätünyü smell _____________________ 
ꞌjögöm testicle _____________________ külüï python _____________________ 
föü early _____________________ ngöön snore _____________________ 
lany gun _____________________ ngayi table _____________________ 
    
    

BongoBongoBongoBongo    Word ListWord ListWord ListWord List    
 
Below, singular words (one) and plural words (more than one) are in alphabetical order.  
There are nouns (n), pronouns (pron), verbs (v) and other word categories listed by the 
abbreviations below.   
 
adj adjective describes a noun by following the noun 

adv adverb describes a verb 

aff affix prefix (beginning letters) or suffix (ending letters) that has meaning or a 

special use 

con connector joins a clause, phrase or sentence 
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dem demonstrative points to or shows which noun is talked about 

der derivational 

prefix 

beginning letters of a word that changes one word into a new word 

exp expression word that can be a complete sentence by itself 

ind indefinite 

pronoun 

takes the place of an unspecified noun 

mod modifier describes a noun by preceding the noun 

n noun person, animal, place, thing, or idea 

num number tells how many of a noun there are 

oth other the word category is not yet known 

part particle word that has a special use 

prep preposition introduces a noun (or noun phrase) that describes a previous action 

pron pronoun takes the place of noun or noun phrase 

quan quantity describes the approximant amount of a noun by following the noun 

pron.refl reflexive 

pronoun 

takes the place of a noun that is used as an object (receiver) after being 

the subject (doer) of the same action 

ques question word asks a question 

v verb action, motion, change, state, or equal sign 

 
 
Bongo Word ListBongo Word ListBongo Word ListBongo Word List    
Singular Plural Word category 
A aA aA aA a       
aba  v rub 
aba  v get engaged 
abe  v walk 
abe  v insult, reply with abusive words 
abeli  n maize 
aꞌba  v drive (animals) 
aꞌba  v sting (like bee), shoot 
aꞌbi  v uproot 
aꞌbu  v wrap up, fold 
aꞌbugu  v steal 
aca  v insult 
ace  v cover, report 
ace  v get ready, prepare 
acu  v fall, fill 
ada  v tie 
ada  v count 
adu  v light, ignite 
aꞌdice  v send (message) 
aꞌdo  v cultivate, farm 
aꞌdoci  v cut 
aꞌdomo  v keep, save 
aꞌdu  v live 
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aꞌdugba  v catch, arrest 
afati, apati  v  thank, praise 
aga  v cut 
agele  v choose, pick 
ageme  v deceive, trick, persuade, seduce 
agi  v turn, go around 
agiro  v lay (yourself) down, lie down 
ago  v harvest (groundnuts) by digging 
agoki  v gather 
agu  v stab 
agu  v buy, sell 
agbagba  v wander 
agbo  v join, put together 
agbodo  v collect, gather 
aha  v fan 
ahaga  v crawl 
ahiri  v fry 
aho  v slaughter, skin 
aje  v arrange 
ajo  v trap, set trap 
aꞌji  n thing 
aꞌju  v be born 
aꞌjulu  v return, give back 
ake  v divide, divorce 
ako  v scratch (body) 
akori  v clear, clean, plow field after harvest 
aku  v tells, say, sing 
akpe  v kick, flap (wings) 
akpi  v open 
akpi  v help, save 
ala  v grow up 
ala  v get, bring, fetch 
alaga  v chop, cut 
alamu  v curse 
alawu  v awake 
ale  v search for 
alehe  v look at, see, visit 
alewu  v look at, watch, graze, visit 
ali  v remove, pull, cook 
alingi  v look for 
alo  v smear, apply (oil) 
alogo  v boil 
alolo  v fill (bottles with liquid) 
alonyi  v contribute, give 
alutu  v burn something 
amaꞌja  v melt 
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amala  v crawl 
amayi  v come 
amebe  v pass through 
ami  v do, make, cry 
amile  v say 
amita  mod able 
amo  v survive 
amohitu  v know, notice 
amolo  v flee, run away 
amolu  v enter, go in 
amonyo  v copulate, have sex 
amu  v close (eye) 
amba  v refuse, reject 
ambi  v leave, travel, escape, fade 
ambi  v overtake 
ambo  v squeeze, draw milk 
anene  v  taste 
andee  v go 
anduꞌba  v  beg 
anduju  v ask, request 
anga  v follow 
ango  v hang, write 
anguꞌngu  v think 
angba  v hit, strike, slap, spank 
angba  v put on, wear (clothes) 
angba  v roast, bake 
angbe  v twist, turn over, drive (animals) 
anja  v throw 
anya  v leave something, forgive 
anya  oth unhappy, upset 
aꞌnga  v bite, gnaw, cut off, subtract 
ara  v  press 
ata  v see, find, show 
ata  v put, store 
ate  v stay, remain 
atiꞌdi  v vomit 
atiko  v break, crush 
atinge  v scoop, draw water 
ato  v raise, lift 
atu  v spread (disease), carry 
atugba, aꞌdugba  v catch, arrest, take care of 
atunu  v kill, murder, slaughter 
awo  v pull, draw out 
awu  v hear, listen 
aya  v jump 
aye  v drink 
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ayeme  v mend, repair, make flat 
ayenje  v waste, destroy, spoil 
ayi  v make 
ayo  v point, show, indicate 
ayu  v die 
äbü  v build 
äbü  v blow 
äꞌbï  v give 
äcë, ämëcï  v get in , board 
äcï  v beat 
äcü  v be brave 
ädï  v be cold 
ädï  v bend over 
ädü  v start 
äꞌdï  v cook 
äꞌdögü  v wash (clothes) 
äꞌdü  v throw, plant, sow 
äfï, äpï  v send 
ägë, äꞌjë  v take, get, obtain, marry 
ähü  v grind 
äjë  v diverge, so separately 
äkü  v create, make, finish 
älë  v dig 
älï  v swallow, leak 
älïgï  v die, be lost, loose something 
älö  v remove, take off (clothes) 
älü  v suck, nurse, raise, bring, up (child) 
ämëbï  v fly 
ämëhï  v bury 
ämönyü  v eat 
ämörö  v stop, stand, rest 
ämü  v bump 
änyï  v get up 
änyü  v eat, chew 
ärë  v threaten 
ärïhï  v honour 
ärü  v sew (cloth) 
ätï  v dig, push, close (mouth) 
ätü  v pound 
ätü  v sprout (like plant) 
äwü  v carry, take 
       
Ä äÄ äÄ äÄ ä       
äwü  v carry 
    
B bB bB bB b       
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ba  pron he, him, his 
baa  n river 
babuꞌdo  n resembling thing 
baagaa, boogaa  n colleages 
baanga baangee n dangerous animal 
batuu batuee n father-in-law 
bayongo bayongee n artist, musician 
beeri  n open land, clearing 
beerï  n anvil, iron stand 
bi  pron he 
bihi  n place 
bilina  n dura, sorghum 
binya binyee n goat 
bira  n beauty 
biyaa  n news 
bïï  n hair, fur 
bïdï  n pasture 
bïhï bïhëë n dog 
bïrïhï  n honour 
boo booyee n friend 
böꞌbü  n father 
böcï  n castrated animal 
böꞌdü böꞌdëë n hog, warthog 
Böngö Böngëë n Bongo person 
bötölï bötölëë n male goat not catrated 
buu  n banana 
buꞌdu buꞌdee n man, husband 
buloꞌngo bulongoyee n good friend 
bübü  n rubbish dump, garbage pile 
bürü  n camp 
bürükü  n ash 
bütü  n dura, sorghum type 
    
ꞌꞌꞌꞌB B B B ꞌbꞌbꞌbꞌb       
ꞌba  part of 
ꞌba  prep to, in 
ꞌbalakana  n okra 
ꞌban  adv there 
ꞌbara  n rib 
ꞌbata ꞌbatee n hare, rabbit 
ꞌbaya  n feast 
ꞌbëë  n home, compound, village 
ꞌbii  n sleep 
ꞌbïrü ꞌbïrüëë n bat 
ꞌbo  part had 
ꞌboki  n calf (of leg) 
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ꞌboko ꞌbokee n rat type 
ꞌboko  n grass cutter 
ꞌbono  mod front (of something) 
ꞌbongo  n figh 
ꞌbonjo  n pumpkin 
ꞌboro  n hole 
ꞌboro  n air pump, bellow 
ꞌboyi  n trap 
ꞌbörö  adv already 
ꞌbuu  n egg 
ꞌbugba  adv away, outside, off 
ꞌbula  n simsim, sesame 
ꞌbuulu  n mahogany tree 
ꞌburu  n life 
ꞌbüꞌbü  mod foaming, bubbling 
ꞌbürë  n dust 
    
C cC cC cC c       
caa  n cow 
caki  n ladder 
candu  n leech, insect type 
cayi  mod healing, cured 
cïï  n feces 
cïcï  n cooking pot 
cïnyï  n stream 
cölï  n handing net storage 
cucuwa cucuwee n porcupine 
cuka  n smoke 
cumari  n loin cloth 
       
D dD dD dD d       
da  con when, while, after 
daa  n water well 
di  con when, while, after 
dibi  adv low, down 
diroo  mod some 
dïlï  n shadow, shade 
do  n head 
do  prep on 
dokiꞌdi  n chest 
doko  n basket 
doko  mod edge (of something) 
dokono  n guide 
do  n head 
domaga  n boundary 
dongo dongee n civet cat 
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dori  n year 
döꞌbëë  n clan 
dödïlï dödïlëë n ghost, spirit 
döhï  n funeral 
dökër  mod side (of something) 
dömbëcï  n shoulder 
duu  mod real 
dudu  n grave 
dümü  n asida, porridge 
    
ꞌꞌꞌꞌD D D D ꞌdꞌdꞌdꞌd       
ꞌda  adv there 
ꞌdaaꞌdaꞌda  adj soft 
ꞌdice  n message 
ꞌdongo  n lump on head 
ꞌduu  n thigh 
    
E eE eE eE e       
    
Ë ëË ëË ëË ë       
ëndëë  adj unripe 
ëndïmëndï  adj mature 
    
F fF fF fF f       
faca, paca  quan a lot of 
faranga, paranga farangee, parangee a young man 
fati, pati  n praise 
fira, pira  n axe 
firafa, pirafa  n mud wall 
firi, piri  n word, matter 
fito, pito  n cane, walking stick 
foli, poli  n cloud 
foli, poli  n shell 
föꞌdü, pöꞌdü  n fire 
fule, pule  n scar 
fülï, pülï  n cooking stone 
fürü, pürü  n wound, sore 
fütü, pütü  n heel (of foot) 
    
G gG gG gG g       
ga  quan all 
gala galee n wild dog 
ganja  n money 
gägä  n lizard (general) 
gändä  mod much 
gewegewe  mod falling 
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gewu  n town 
gingo  n hook 
giya  n root 
go  n neck 
goli  n wealth, riches 
göhï  n cough 
guu  n hole 
guꞌbu  n forest, away from houses 
guloto  n granary 
guru guree n fish type 
gücï  mod bottom (of something) 
gütü  n strength 
    
Gb gbGb gbGb gbGb gb       
gbaja  n comb 
gbanja  mod various, random, different 
gbändïmö  n shatta, hot pepper 
gbiti  n shield 
gbïgbïtï  n duck, bird type 
gboo  n fence 
gbogbo  mod big 
gbondo  n leg, foot 
gbö, gbä  adj complete 
gbugbu  n hole 
gburu  mod genuine, original 
gbügürü  n bag type 
gbülükü  mod round 
    
H hH hH hH h       
haba  n hippo 
haya  n sand 
häwü  n yawn 
he  pron you (pl), your 
hege hegee n spirit, god 
hengu  adj sharp 
hëdï  n urine, pee 
hi  n stomach 
hi  prep in, inside 
hi  pron you (pl) 
hii  n soil 
hiꞌba  mod sound (something) 
hiꞌbala hiꞌbalee n orphan 
hiꞌbana  n skin 
hido  n behavior, atttude 
higba  n  stool 
hile  n baby 
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hilete  n spoon, shell 
hilili  n air, wind 
hinyi  n scorpion 
hilo  n dry season 
himi  mod inside 
hinya  n bow 
hinyi  n scorpion 
hiru  n saliva 
hiwu  n plant type 
hïꞌbï  n rainy season 
hïꞌbü  n oil, ointment 
hïꞌdï  n penis 
hïꞌdü  n fishing spear 
hïgë hïgëë n mouse 
hïlëlë hïlëlëë n kite, bird type 
hïlü  n hyena 
hïmü  n relative by blood 
hïrö  n liver 
hïrüü  n floor 
hïtï  n health 
hoo  n stream, pool 
hogo  n back 
holo  n tail 
homo  n nose 
hondoo  mod last 
hölï holeë n bird (general) 
hu  pron she, her 
huu  n breath, spirit 
    
I iI iI iI i       
    
    
Ï ïÏ ïÏ ïÏ ï       
ï  pron you (sg) 
    
J jJ jJ jJ j       
je  pron we, us, our 
jekee  mod good 
ji  n arm, hand 
ji  pron we 
ji  prep to, for 
joli  n limp 
jolo  n dress (for women) 
jöhï  n nasal mucus, snot 
jölö jölëë n cock 
jumu  n dish 
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ꞌꞌꞌꞌJ J J J ꞌjꞌjꞌjꞌj       
ꞌjïï  n person 
ꞌjoo  n vagina 
ꞌjohaya  n sugar 
ꞌjoko  n tooth 
ꞌjolanda  n hail, ice 
ꞌjolo  n antelope type 
ꞌjomoꞌba  n seed, kernel 
ꞌjögömü  n testicle 
    
K kK kK kK k       
ka  con and, then 
ka  con in order to, so that 
ka  part be, is, are 
kaa  con whenever 
kada  n sun, day 
kaga  n tree, wood 
kakpa  adj long ago 
kaliki  n elbow 
kaliki  n bird type 
kamba  n honey 
kanu  n trunk (of elephant) 
kanda  adj new 
kanga kangee n ostrich 
kariya kariyee n antelope 
kädër  quan much 
kähü  n mushroom 
kälä  n mane (of lion) 
käwü  n branch (of river) 
kehe  n game 
kendi  oth right, correct 
kete  n pot (for water, cooking) 
këbï  n rope, string, thread 
kënyï  n loan 
këtï  n reed 
ki  con if 
kii  num ten 
kidi kidee n elephant 
kihika  n grass broom 
kihilili  n light-weight 
kihiwa  n porcupine 
kilingba  n bone 
kindaru  adj wrinkled 
kinji kinjee n fish (general) 
kiranya kiranyee n snake (general) 
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kire  n arrow 
kiri  n star 
kiri  adj heavy 
kiya  n gall bladder 
kïbï  n drum 
kïdï  n muscle, vein 
kïlëꞌbï  n mountain, hill 
kïlïlï  n charcoal 
kïlïrü  n giraffe 
kïlö kïlöëë n parrot, bird type 
kïnyï  adj tasty 
kïnyö  n thorn, brier 
kïrï  mod rich 
ko  n opening, edge, mouth 
koꞌdo  n gourd, calabath 
kogo kogee n leopard 
koki kokee n egret, bird type 
kokidi  n rice 
koko  n dura, sorghum 
koko  n colour, shape 
kokoli kokolee n kingfisher, bird type 
kokoro  n fingernail, talon 
komo  n eye 
kongbo kongbee n bird type 
konye  adj white 
kori  n footprint 
koro  n trap 
korokoro  n shap point, finger nail, claw 
koto  n back 
köbï köbëë n buffalo 
kölï  n whistling 
körï  n shea butter tree 
kötü  num one 
kuda  n thirst 
kudo  n speech 
kuꞌda  n water place 
kuhu  n seed, tribe 
kuje  n hook 
kuꞌja  n prostitution 
kuku  n lung 
kulongo  n bottle 
kuloyo  n millet 
kulu  n revenge 
kumara kumaree n woman 
kunu  adj painful, important 
kungu  n road, path 
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kunya  adj bad 
kure  n malaria, bulb (of plant) 
kurongo  n shout, noice, sound 
kuta  n filter, sieve 
kuye  n knot 
küdï  n worm, maggot 
küꞌdühï  n cotton 
külü  n heart 
külülü  n cry, shout 
külüyï külüyïï n python, snake type 
kümö  n clebration 
kümü  n navel, belly button 
küngü küngëë n baboon, monkey 
künyï künyëë n flea, tick, insect type 
küröꞌbö  n mud 
Küröhï  n man’s name 
kürü kürëë n caterpillar 
kürü  n groundnut 
kütü  n shelter 
kütü  n handle 
    
Kp kpKp kpKp kpKp kp       
kpadu  adj tall, long 
kpanga  mod piece (of something) 
kpaw  quan all 
kpärïkpö kpärïkpëë n tortoise 
kpë  adj large 
kpëny  mod elder, older 
kpi  adv quietly 
kpico  n talon, claw 
kpoꞌdo  n hat 
kpökpö  n throat 
kpülï kpülëë n lion 
    
L lL lL lL l       
laba  n bridge 
lalamu  n curse 
landa  n white stone, rock 
landaa  n thick, big 
langba  n drying platform 
lanyi  n gun 
lawu  n clothing item 
längärä  n beg 
lee  n father’s sister, aunt 
lelekpe  mod loose, free 
lëꞌjï  n beer, alchohol 



- 56 - 

lïꞌjïcükä  n bubble 
lëlë  n stone 
lëmï  n sister 
liꞌbu  n hive (of bees) 
linda, payi  n digging tool 
lïï  n co-wife 
lïngë  n horn (of animal) 
lïrü lïrüëë n pelican, bird type 
Lïwü  n man’s name 
lobi  n poem 
logo  n hoe blade 
loki  n crowd 
loki  mod many 
longbo  mod big 
loꞌngo  n friendship 
loꞌngu  mod big 
löhï  n baldness 
luꞌba  n abandoned place 
luꞌju  n sap (of tree) 
lula  n cloud 
luma  n brother or sister in-law 
Luma, luma  n God, god 
luru luree n mudfish 
luyi  n grass 
lülë  n water turtle 
lündü  n brother 
lünyï lünyëë n rat 
    
M mM mM mM m       
ma  pron I, me, my 
maa  n pregnancy, child 
maca macee n rhino 
macoki, macoko  n tooth brush, tooth stick 
magori  n ring, wheel 
mahikol mahikolee n mosquito 
makana  n fruit 
makara  mod clean 
makpulukpu  n bettle 
mamba  n search, hunt 
manda  n groundnut 
manga  n crack, crevice 
manganga  n drum type 
mangatee  mod younger 
mangool  n flute 
marundu  n spider 
matiyo  n story 
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maya  n breast, milk 
maya  n yam 
mäcïkï  n louse, lice 
mägürë mägürëë n dove, bird type 
mähïmü  n relative 
mäkümünyï  n flea, insect type 
mängälü mängälëë n grasshopper 
mängïrï  n fear 
mängükü  n owl 
mänjükürü  n ant (general) 
mehe  n spear type 
mëhï  n meat 
mëndë  n thinness 
mi  pron I 
mijani  n weight 
mini  n water 
mino  n cry, weeping 
mira  n poison, venom 
miyeeyi, miyooyi  n yelling 
mïcï  n potato 
mïndï  n dirt, soil 
mïnyï  n odour, smell 
mooje  n look, behold 
moꞌjo  mod little 
moko  n war, fighting 
molo  mod bottom (of something) 
monoo  adj certain, other, another 
moori  n mother-in-law 
möölü  n fish type 
mömü mömünëë n  wife 
möönyü  n dura, sorghum type 
muꞌdu  n illness, sickness, rest 
mumbu  n corpse, dead body 
munya  n ugliness 
muyu  n death 
müꞌdï  n bush 
mükü  n fallow ground, abandoned place 
mülü  n darkeness 
    
Mb mbMb mbMb mbMb mb       
mbaa  adv short while 
mbaga  n mother 
mbara  adv remaining 
mbele mbelee n catfish 
mbëlï  n wing 
mbili  n ear 
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mbira  n net 
mbirawu  n wild cat 
mbïrëꞌdï  n bamboo 
mbïyö  n lie, falsehood 
mbïyöngö  n pen, colour 
mböꞌbö  mod spoiled 
mbötü  n door 
mbuꞌda  n bag, quiver 
mbulugaa  mod sweet 
mburogo  n throat mucus, phlegm 
    
N nN nN nN n       
na  prep with 
na  dem this, these 
nafiri  adj wanting, needing 
ne  pron it, him, her, its, his 
ni  pron he, she (logophoric) 
nïnï nïnëë n mother’s sisiter 
noko nokee n mother’s brother 
nokotoo  adv yesterday 
       
Nd ndNd ndNd ndNd nd       
ndaliko ndalikee n chameleon, lizard type 
ndan  adv today 
ndatara  n tongue 
ndee  adv before 
ndende  adv shaking 
ndere  n walk 
ndira  n pencil 
ndïꞌbö  n chin 
ndïkä  n law 
ndïrä  n pimple, blemish (on face) 
ndobo  n work 
ndöꞌjï  n semen 
ndörü  n mourning, grieving 
ndugu  n price 
nduꞌju  n greeting, peace 
ndum  adv tomorrow 
nduma  n grass 
nduru  n weakness 
ndüü  n sound, voice, messenger 
ndüböö  adj older, elder 
    
Ng ngNg ngNg ngNg ng       
ngaha  n run 
ngaja ngajee n girl 
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ngaka  mod towards 
ngala  n dance 
ngaligbi  n rainbow 
nganja nganjee n crocodile 
ngara  mod great 
ngatee  adj younger 
ngaya, yenyi  n scabies, itching disease 
ngayi  n table 
ngäbü  n cobra, snake type 
ngira  n forest, bush 
ngïrï  v firewood 
ngoo ngoee n in-law, guest 
ngoo  n marriage 
ngoo  n marriage 
ngom  n abscess 
ngono ngonee n chicken 
ngonjo  n shin (of leg) 
ngoꞌngo ngoꞌngee n housefly 
ngori  num second 
ngoyo  n song 
ngökü  n rubbish, garbage 
ngöönü  n snore 
ngüꞌdü  n hump (on back) 
ngüꞌdü  n blindness 
ngülï  n widow, widower 
    
Ngb ngbNgb ngbNgb ngbNgb ngb       
ngbala  n whip, arm, branch 
ngbangu  n okra 
ngbo  adv just 
ngbulu  mod big, thick 
ngbütü  n deafness 
    
Nj njNj njNj njNj nj       
nja  part did, had 
nja  part not 
njaa  part not (completely) 
njïï  n leaf, foliage 
njolo njolee n frog, toad 
njonjo  mod small 
njula  n rubber 
njuru  n poverty 
    
Ny nyNy nyNy nyNy ny       
nya  con as, while, when 
nyaꞌda  n smile, welcome 
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nyaka  n field, garden 
nyälä  n wealth 
nyere nyeree n chief 
nyëënyëë  mod blinking 
nyihi  n moon, month 
nyïtï  n potato 
nyoro  n tumor 
    
ꞌꞌꞌꞌNg Ng Ng Ng ꞌngꞌngꞌngꞌng       
ꞌngaaꞌngaꞌnga  adj dry 
ꞌngäcä ꞌngäcëë n slave 
ꞌngoo  n termite 
ꞌngoꞌngo  n catfish 
    
    
O oO oO oO o       
    
Ö öÖ öÖ öÖ ö       
ötümötü  adj rotten 
    
P pP pP pP p       
piyi, linda  n digging tool 
pirapa  n mud wall 
    
    
R rR rR rR r       
raka  n shoe, sandle 
ranga range n vulture 
räkä  n bread 
rekembe  n shell instrument 
reme remee n squirrel 
rembo rembuee n sheep 
reyi  quan plenty 
rëtï  quan many 
riko  n bed 
riti  n razor 
ro  n body 
ro  n name 
ro  n for, at, on 
roꞌbu  mod wanting, needing 
rötö  n bald person 
runga  n rural area for farming 
ruꞌnga rungee n twin 
rüü  n house, hut, room 
rüjü  n flour 
rürü  n filth, uncleanness 
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T tT tT tT t       
taba  n leprosy 
taꞌba  n tobacco 
taga  mod afternoon 
tanja tanjee n guinea fowl 
tara  n lip, quarrel 
tarana  n tree type 
tayi  adj morning 
tängü  mod blocked, obstructed 
tängbö  mod end (of something) 
täꞌngä täꞌngëë n antelope type 
tele  n swim 
tene  n insult 
tii  n peanut, used for sauce 
tiꞌdi  n vomit 
tiꞌdo  n weed 
tigo  adj strong 
tigoo  adj weak, faint 
tiki  n intestine 
timara  n blood 
tiyi  n ant type 
tïbï, kïtïbï  mod unripe 
tïlü  n ring 
tïngöl  n mortar, bowl for grinding 
toꞌdo  n salt 
toko  adv also 
tolo  n juice, dew 
tondi  n leech, insect type 
toro  mor up, high 
toto  adv different 
toyi  adj near 
töꞌbö  n fat 
tör  adv completely, strongly 
tuu tuee n grandparent 
tuje tujee n ancestor 
tutu  n grinding stone 
tüdü  n  cry, weeping 
türü  n governement 
tütü  n shell (of groundnut) 
    
U uU uU uU u       
ukpaa, akpaa  mod short 
ununu  oth suffering 
    
Ü üÜ üÜ üÜ ü       
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ünyï  mod good, sweet 
    
W wW wW wW w       
waꞌnga  n poison 
waru waree n fish type 
wäjï wäjëë n hawk, bird type 
wälï  n wild dog 
wängä  n greed 
wänjä  mod wide open 
wärä  mod bright 
wätäwätä  mod big 
wilele wilelee n small animal like civet cat 
wiri  n bud (of dura head) 
wölï  n brain 
wüyï  n abscess, skin infection 
    
Y yY yY yY y       
yakara  n pumpkin 
yala  n fly swatter 
yanga  n clitoris 
ye  pron they, them, their 
yemeka  adv also, again 
yenyi, ngaya  n scabies, itching disease 
yewu  part there are, exists 
yëë  adv awhile 
yëgë yëgëë n locust 
yërë  n younger twin 
yëyï  n boat, canoe 
yi  pron they 
yongolo  n bell 
 

 
GlossaryGlossaryGlossaryGlossary    

    
WordWordWordWord    ExampleExampleExampleExample    DefinitionDefinitionDefinitionDefinition    
syllable cu   ma   ricu   ma   ricu   ma   ricu   ma   ri                in  

cumaricumaricumaricumari    ‘loin cloth’ 
The parts of a word that can be divided 
according to beats. 

consonant mbmbmbmb and rrrr                         in 
mbira mbira mbira mbira ‘net’ 

Letter sounds that begin or occasionally 
end a syllable; a consonant cannot be a 
syllable by itself. 

vowel iiii and aaaa                            in 
mbira mbira mbira mbira ‘net’ 

Letter sounds that end a syllable; a vowel 
can be a syllable by itself. 

heavy vowel ü ü ü ü in küngüküngüküngüküngü ‘monkey’    The sound of vowel letters with dots. 

light vowel u u u u in kungukungukungukungu ‘road’    The sound of vowel letters without dots. 

short vowel i i i i in hihihihi ‘stomach’    The sound of single vowel letters which take 

less time to pronounce. 
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long vowel ii ii ii ii in hiihiihiihii ‘soil’    The sound of doubled vowel letters which 

take longer to pronounce. 

    
    

Answers to ExercisesAnswers to ExercisesAnswers to ExercisesAnswers to Exercises    
 
Answers to the exercises of this book are given below.   
 
Exercise 1 
 
aaaa    abeli iiii    kinji njnjnjnj    njolo 
ääää    äwü ïïïï    bïhï nynynyny    nyere 
bbbb    buꞌdu jjjj    ji ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngng    ꞌngoo 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbb    ꞌbata ꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjj    ꞌjoko oooo    kogo 
cccc    caki kkkk    kada öööö    köbï 
dddd    do kpkpkpkp    kpülï pppp    pirapa 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd    ꞌduu llll    lanyi rrrr    reme 
eeee    kete mmmm    maca tttt    tïngöl 
ëëëë    ꞌbëë mbmbmbmb    mbïyöngö uuuu    tutu 
ffff    fira nnnn    noko üüüü    küngü 
gggg    ganja ndndndnd    ndira wwww    waru 
gbgbgbgb    gbaja ngngngng    ngono yyyy    yongolo 
hhhh    hinyi ngbngbngbngb    ngbangu   

 
Exercise 2 
 
number of syllables divided into syllables  
2 loꞌngo lo ꞌngo  friendship 
3 külüyï kü lü yï python 
1 ꞌngoo ꞌngoo   termite 
2 nduma ndu ma  grass 
3 gbügürü gbü gü rü bag type 
2 ngbala ngba la  whip 
1 njïï njïï   leaf 
3 marundu ma ru ndu spider 
2 mbele mbe le  catfish 
3 dangara da nga ra distance 
2 ngaꞌba nga ꞌba  cheek 
2 candu ca ndu  leech, insect 
2 kpökpö kpö kpö  throat 
3 bayongo ba yo ngo artist, musician 
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2 binya bi nya  goat 

2 ünyï ü nyï  good, sweet 

    
 
Exercise 3 
 
h    i    ꞌb   a   n   a skin 

gb  i    t   i shield 

b   i   ny   a goat 

ꞌj   o   l   a    nd   a hail, ice 

d   o   m   a   g   a boundary 

kp   o   ꞌd   o hat 

w   a   ꞌng   a poison 

ngb   a   ng   u okra 

f   a   r   a   ng   a young man 

mb   ä   j   ä scab (of wound) 

k   a   r   i   y   a antelope 

ꞌb   o   nj   o pumpkin 

p   a   c   a a lot 

 
Exercise 4 

    
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
bbbboor inside ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbboor ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbaꞌja wet ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbaꞌja 
bbbböcï castrated animal bbbböcï bbbbörö already ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbörö 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbono front of something ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbono bbbban there ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbban 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbugba off, away, outside ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbugba ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbahi inside ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbahi 
bbbbüꞌbü foaming, bubbling ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbüꞌbü ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbboo friend bbbboo 
bbbbakiꞌda over there ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbakiꞌda ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbohondo behind ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbohondo 
äbbbbï give äꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbï abbbbe open abbbbe 
abbbba rub abbbba aduruꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbu dream aduruꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbu 
anduꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbba beg anduꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbba ämëꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbï fly ämëbbbbï 
äꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbü build äbbbbü kamabbbbal slow kamabbbbal 
diꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbi low, down dibbbbi käbbbbü paralyzed käꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbü 
mböꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbö spoiled mböꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbö gburubbbbaa perfect gburuꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbaa 
 
Exercise 5 

    
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddibi low, down ddddibi dddduꞌbii sleep ꞌꞌꞌꞌdddduꞌbii 
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ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddole roaming, wandering ddddole dddduu real dddduu 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌdddda there ꞌꞌꞌꞌdddda ddddolongo hanging ddddolongo 
äddddü start äddddü aꞌꞌꞌꞌddddu light, ignite addddu 
äddddü throw äꞌꞌꞌꞌddddü aꞌꞌꞌꞌddddu live aꞌꞌꞌꞌddddu 
agboꞌꞌꞌꞌddddo collect, gather agboddddo kpaddddu tall, long kpaddddu 
buꞌꞌꞌꞌddddabuꞌꞌꞌꞌdddda soft buꞌꞌꞌꞌddddabuꞌꞌꞌꞌdddda äꞌꞌꞌꞌddddï be cold äddddï 
addddo cultivate, farm aꞌꞌꞌꞌddddo addddoci cut aꞌꞌꞌꞌddddoci 
äddddï bend over äddddï aꞌꞌꞌꞌddddomo keep, save aꞌꞌꞌꞌddddomo 
aꞌꞌꞌꞌdddda tie adddda adddda count adddda 
äꞌꞌꞌꞌddddï cook äꞌꞌꞌꞌddddï käꞌꞌꞌꞌddddër much käddddër 
aꞌjuꞌꞌꞌꞌddddo braid (hair) aꞌjuddddo ꞌbakidddda over there ꞌbakiꞌꞌꞌꞌdddda 
 
Exercise 6 

    
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjji arm, hand jjjji ꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjjïï person ꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjjïï 

jjjjoko tooth ꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjjoko ꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjjölö cock jjjjölö 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjjolanda hail, ice ꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjjolanda jjjjekee good jjjjekee 
atijjjji  open atijjjji amajjjja melt amaꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjja 
aꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjjulu return, give back aꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjjulu mooꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjje look, behold moojjjje 
andujjjju ask, request andujjjju andojjjji flow (like water) andoꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjji 
äꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjjë diverge, separate äjjjjë aꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjju be born aꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjju 
agbuꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjju return, go back agbuꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjju ajjjjudo braid (hair) aꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjjudo 
ätöjjjjï pour ätöꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjjï moꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjjo little moꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjjo 
 
Exercise 7 

    
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
ggggori two ngngngngori ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngatee younger ngngngngatee 
ggggol rich ggggol ggggiyaa small ggggiyaa 
ngngngngälꞌngäl bright ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngälꞌngäl ggggatikan few ngngngngatikan 
ggggaka towards ngngngngaka ngngngngewegewe falling ggggewegewe 
ngngngngiyee some ggggiyee ggggändä much ggggändä 
gggga all gggga ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngaaꞌngaꞌnga dry ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngaaꞌngaꞌnga 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngara soon ngngngngara ngngngnga long ago ngngngnga 
ngngngngara great ngngngngara ngngngngürtë short ggggürtë 
aggggi turn aggggi kpongngngngo empty kpongngngngo 
kpäggggälä far kpängngngngälä tiggggo strong tiggggo 
lïlïnggggï lost lïlïggggï agggga follow angngngnga 
kangngngngaci without reason kaꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngaci makitingngngngo hard makitiggggo 
heꞌngngngngu sharp hengngngngu loꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngu big loꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngu 
dohoggggo behind dohoggggo maꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngatee younger mangngngngatee 
dohangggga crawling dohagggga angngngngo hang angngngngo 
aꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngnga bite, gnaw aꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngnga mbuluggggaa sweet mbuluggggaa 
yoꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngi exhausted yongngngngi bagggga bachelor bangngngnga 
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tagggga afternoon tagggga ayangngngnga lose temper ayaꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngnga 
alangngngnga cut alaꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngnga täꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngü blocked tängngngngü 
agggga chase agggga aggggu buy, sell aggggu 
doloꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngo hanging dolongngngngo kpangngngnga piece kpangngngnga 
 
Exercise 8 

    
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
ndndndndee before ndndndndee nnnnandanika now nnnnandanika 
ndndndnduu real dddduu ddddan today ndndndndan 
ndndndndokotoo yesterday nnnnokotoo ddddende shaking ndndndndende 
ndndndndum tomorrow ndndndndum ddddole roaming, wandering ddddole 
ndndndndolongo hanging ddddolongo ddddüböö older, elder ndndndndüböö 
diꞌbonnnno forward diꞌbonnnno andndndnda count adddda 
nandndndndanika now nandndndndanika donnnnondo dawn donnnnondo 
kunnnnu painful kunnnnu donoddddo dawn donondndndndo 
kinnnnaru wrinkled kindndndndaru äddddï bend over äddddï 
gändndndndä much gändndndndä kendndndndi correct kendndndndi 
kändndndndër much käddddër kandndndnda new kandndndnda 
hondndndndoo last hondndndndoo ëddddëë unripe ëndndndndëë 
addddee go andndndndee andndndnda tie adddda 
 

Exercise 9 
    

Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
bbbbaa short while mbmbmbmbaa mbmbmbmböꞌbö spoiled mbmbmbmböꞌbö 
mmmmoꞌjo little mmmmoꞌjo mbmbmbmbeyeka also, again mmmmeyeka 
mbmbmbmboo friend bbbboo bbbbara remaining mbmbmbmbara 
mmmmangatee younder mmmmangatee bbbbata pride bbbbata 
mmmmonoo certain. other mmmmonoo mbmbmbmbiloo long mbmbmbmbiloo 
bbbbulugaa sweet mbmbmbmbulugaa mbmbmbmböcï castrated animal bbbböcï 
himmmmi inside himmmmi abbbbi leave, travel ambmbmbmbi 
ämbmbmbmbü build äbbbbü ambmbmbmbanya abandon ambmbmbmbanya 
ambmbmbmba refuse, reject ambmbmbmba kpammmmakpa far kpammmmakpa 
kamabbbbal slow kamabbbbal ammmmi do, make ammmmi 
abbbbo squeeze ambmbmbmbo ambmbmbmbu close (eyes) ammmmu 
ambmbmbmbo survive ammmmo atimbmbmbmbi go one by one atimbmbmbmbi 
fïmmmmïr round fïmbmbmbmbïr afemmmmu deny afemmmmu 
ämmmmëhï bury ämmmmëhï ambmbmbmba rub abbbba 
 

Exercise 10 
    

Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
jjjja not njnjnjnja nynynynyëënyëë blinking nynynynyëënyëë 
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njnjnjnja did, had njnjnjnja njnjnjnjölö cock jjjjölö 
njnjnjnja as, while, when nynynynya njnjnjnjonjo small njnjnjnjonjo 
kïnynynynyï tasty kïnynynynyï angbajjjja knock down angbanjnjnjnja 
ayenynynynye waste, destroy ayenjnjnjnje kunynynynyee slowly kunynynynyee 
anjnjnjnja throw anjnjnjnja moonjnjnjnje look, behold moojjjje 
kunjnjnjnja bad kunynynynya wänjnjnjnjä wide open wänjnjnjnjä 
andunjnjnjnju ask, request andujjjju anjnjnjnja leave something anynynynya 
änynynynyü eat, chew änynynynyü ämönynynynyü eat ämönynynynyü 
gbanjnjnjnja various, random gbanjnjnjnja kinynynynyiree bitter kinjnjnjnjiree 
 

Exercise 11 
    
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
ngbngbngbngbä complete gbgbgbgbä ngbngbngbngbulu big, thick ngbngbngbngbulu 
ngbngbngbngbälꞌngäl bright ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngälꞌngäl ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngaaꞌngaꞌnga dry ꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngaaꞌngaꞌnga 
gbgbgbgbogbo big gbgbgbgbogbo ngbngbngbngbanja various gbgbgbgbanja 
gbgbgbgbo just ngbngbngbngbo gbgbgbgbülükü round gbgbgbgbülükü 
loꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngu big loꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngu tängbngbngbngbö end tängbngbngbngbö 
logbgbgbgbow big longbngbngbngbow kangbngbngbngbaci without reason kaꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngaci 
ꞌbugbgbgbgba away ꞌbugbgbgbgba alagbgbgbgba burn something alangbngbngbngba 
anguꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngu think anguꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngngu angbngbngbngbe twist, turn over angbngbngbngbe 
aꞌꞌꞌꞌngngngnga put on, wear angbngbngbngba angbngbngbngbo join agbgbgbgbo 
agbgbgbgbuꞌju return agbgbgbgbuꞌju angbngbngbngba roast, bake angbngbngbngba 

 

Exercise 12 
 
  Test Word   Write correctly 
kungu road ngbülü big, thick küngü monkey ngublu 
kungu road gbülükü round küngü monkey gbülükü 

kungu road düm tomorrow küngü monkey dum 

kungu road ꞌbuꞌbu foaming, bubbling küngü monkey ꞌbüꞌbü 

kungu road lukuluku smooth küngü monkey lukuluku 

kungu road düü real küngü monkey duu 

kungu road kunu painful küngü monkey kunu 

kungu road anguru call someone küngü monkey ängürü 

kungu road kurkur low küngü monkey kurkur 

kungu road gburu genuine, original küngü monkey gburu 

kungu road anyu eat, chew küngü monkey änyü 

kungu road ängüꞌngü think küngü monkey anguꞌngu 
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Exercise 13 
    

  Test Word   Write correctly 
bihi place kiri rich bïhï dog kïrï 
bihi place kiri heavy bïhï dog kiri 
bihi place kinyi tasty bïhï dog kïnyï 
bihi place kïmïlïmï sweet bïhï dog kimilimi 
bihi place kïdï cold bïhï dog kïdï 
bihi place lïkï cold bïhï dog lïkï 
bihi place liki disturbing bïhï dog liki 
bihi place cïkï far bïhï dog cïkï 
bihi place dïbï low, down bïhï dog dibi 
bihi place fïmbïr round bïhï dog fïmbïr 
bihi place titikpi loose bïhï dog titikpi 
bihi place lïlïgï lost bïhï dog lïlïgï 
bihi place tibi unripe bïhï dog tïbï 
 

Exercise 14 
 
  Test Word   Write correctly 
ꞌbongo fig ngbö just Böngö Bongo person ngbo 
ꞌbongo fig jolo cock Böngö Bongo person jölö 
ꞌbongo fig ꞌboor inside Böngö Bongo person ꞌboor 
ꞌbongo fig ꞌbönö front (of something) Böngö Bongo person ꞌbono 
ꞌbongo fig ꞌbohondo behind Böngö Bongo person ꞌbohondo 
ꞌbongo fig tör completely Böngö Bongo person tör 
ꞌbongo fig möꞌjö little Böngö Bongo person moꞌjo 
ꞌbongo fig monoo certain, other Böngö Bongo person monoo 
ꞌbongo fig molo bottom Böngö Bongo person molo 
ꞌbongo fig ꞌboro already Böngö Bongo person ꞌbörö 
ꞌbongo fig toro up, high Böngö Bongo person toro 

 

Exercise 15 
    

  Test Word   Write correctly 
nyere chief endee unripe yërë younger twin ëndëë 
nyere chief nyëënyëë blinking yërë younger twin nyëënyëë 
nyere chief ndëndë shaking yërë younger twin ndende 
nyere chief ndee before yërë younger twin ndee 
nyere chief gëwëgëwë falling yërë younger twin gewegewe 
nyere chief yëë awhile yërë younger twin yëë 
nyere chief kpeny elder, older yërë younger twin kpëny 
nyere chief lelekpe loose, free yërë younger twin lelekpe 
nyere chief jëkëë good yërë younger twin jekee 
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nyere chief kpë large yërë younger twin kpë 

 

Exercise 16 
    

  Test Word   Write correctly 
mbaga mother tägä afternoon mbäjä  scab taga 
mbaga mother wätäwätä big mbäjä  scab wätäwätä 
mbaga mother fäcä a lot of mbäjä  scab faca 
mbaga mother kpangala far mbäjä  scab kpängälä 
mbaga mother mbaa short while mbäjä  scab mbaa 
mbaga mother ꞌngääꞌngäꞌngä dry mbäjä  scab ꞌngaaꞌngaꞌnga 
mbaga mother rata crazy mbäjä  scab rätä 
mbaga mother ꞌngälꞌngäl bright mbäjä  scab ꞌngälꞌngäl 
mbaga mother ꞌdaaꞌdaꞌda soft mbäjä  scab ꞌdaaꞌdaꞌda 
mbaga mother mbärä remaining mbäjä  scab mbara 
mbaga mother wanja wide open mbäjä  scab wänjä 
mbaga mother ꞌbaꞌja wet mbäjä  scab ꞌbaꞌja 

 

Exercise 17 
    

Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
aꞌbï give äꞌbï hïrökaga flower hïrökägä 
aꞌjimönyü food äꞌjïmönyü birïhï honour bïrïhï 
ꞌbigumëhï butcher ꞌbïgümëhï hïtïro body hïtïrö 
mahïmü relative mähïmü ꞌbingüꞌdü deaf person ꞌbïngüꞌdü 
bïlëlëhitoro thunder bïlëlëhïtörö tïlükëhï gold tïlükëhï 
mäcïkïriko bed bug mäcïkïrïkö lëꞌjïcuka bubble lëꞌjïcükä 
bihibïꞌdögürö bathroom bïhïbïꞌdögürö doꞌbëë clan döꞌbëë 
 

Exercise 18 
    

Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
kiiii ten kiiiiiiii tiiiiiiii peanut tiiiiiiii 
goooo neck goooo moooori mother-in-law moooooooori 
huuuuuuuu she, her huuuu ꞌdaaaa there ꞌdaaaa 
gboooooooo fence gboooooooo baaaaaaaanga dangerous animal baaaaaaaanga 
kaaaaaaaa and, then kaaaa lïïïï co-wife lïïïïïïïï 
monoooo certain, other monoooooooo naaaa with naaaa 
yëëëë awhile yëëëëëëëë tigoooo weak, faint tigoooooooo 
jiiii to jiiii baaaa he baaaa 
kinjireeeeeeee bitter kinjireeeeeeee kunyeeee slowly kunyeeeeeeee 
jeeeeeeee we jeeee afaaaaaaaa dull, blunt afaaaaaaaa 
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Exercise 19 
 
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 

alammmm curse alamumumumu dümümümümü asida, porridge dümümümümü 

kürürürürü groundnut kürürürürü ngorrrr two ngoriririri 

ämönynynyny eat ämönyünyünyünyü hinynynyny scorpion hinyinyinyinyi 

kürrrr groundnut kürürürürü wällll wild dog wälïlïlïlï 

cumariririri loin cloth cumariririri jumumumumu dish jumumumumu 

gollll wealth golililili cöllll hanging net cölïlïlïlï 

    

Exercise 20 
 

Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 

yëïïïï boat, canoe yïyïyïyïyï    föwwww early föwüwüwüwü 

häwwww yawn häwüwüwüwü ädäwüwüwüwü confuse ädäwüwüwüwü 

amaiiii come amayiyiyiyi müyyyy five müyïyïyïyï 

lawuwuwuwu clothing item lawuwuwuwu tayiyiyiyi morning tayiyiyiyi 

luyiyiyiyi grass luyiyiyiyi geuuuu town gewuwuwuwu 

heuuuu four hewuwuwuwu ngaiiii table ngayiyiyiyi 

    

Exercise 21 
    
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
ꞌbikülü jealous person ꞌbïkülü mäkïnyë sweetness mäkïnyë 
ahü grind ähü hïrökaga flower hïrökägä 
hïꞌbëë courtyard hïꞌbëë beer open land beeri 
dorüü roof dörüü ꞌbimängïrï coward ꞌbïmängïrï 
tïngöl mortar, bowl tïngölï alew look at, watch alewu 
dödïlï ghost, spirit dödïlï ätünyü smell ätünyü 
ꞌjögöm testicle ꞌjögömü külüï python külüyï 
föü early föwü ngöön snore ngöönü 
lany gun lanyi ngayi table ngayi 

 


